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Zechariah wrote around 500BC, when
roughly 50,000 -- about 1/10% the
population of the House of Judah in
captivity... returned to Jerusalem, to
rebuild the desolate region in advance
of Messiah’s first coming. Most of |
Judah had grown comfortable in their
new home of Babylon... where they
lived for the next several centuries,
having rejected the Torah of Moses.
But this chapter primarily speaks to the
10 northern tribes of Israel.

LIt happened, in the fourth year of king Darius,
that the word of the LORD came to Zechariah in
the fourth day of the ninth month, even in
Chisleu / round 518Bc... WOW, 2500 years ago;
November — December, around the wintery time of
Hanukkah, that’s when the Lord spoke to Zechariah;

2when they / clearly... Bethel sent Sherezer and
Regemmelech and their men / from Israel’s capital,
2 civil representatives along with their symposium
delegation -- other geniuses from the 10 northern
tribes... they were sent from |srael, not Judah... sent to
Jerusalem and had to multitask; their assignment:

[1] to pray before the LORD.

SAnd [2] to speak to the priests and the
prophets / these brilliant seminary grads... upstanding
in their community... were in need of some clarification
from the august religious hierarchy of the day...

who were in the house of the LORD of hosts,

saying / the 2 representative and their crew from
Bethel asked,

Should I weep in the fifth month / in July - August,
separating myself, as I have done these so many
years? / now days, they'd have their notepads and
technology charged and ready;
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~) Zacarias escribi6 alrededor del afio 500A.C.,

| cuando alrededor de 50.000--alrededor de
1/10th la poblacion de la casa de Juda en
cautiverio... regresaron a Jerusalén, para
reconstruir la desolada regién antes de la
primera venida del Mesias. La mayor parte
de Juda se habia vuelto comoda en su
nuevo hogar de Babilonia... donde vivieron
durante los siguientes siglos, habiendo
rechazado la Tora de Moisés. Pero este
capitulo habla primariamente de las 10
tribus nortefias de Israel.

1 Acontecid, en el cuarto afio del rey Dario, que
la palabra del SENOR vino a Zacarias en el
cuarto dia del noveno mes, incluso en Quisleu /
ronda 518sc... WOW, hace 2500 afios; Noviembre-
Diciembre, alrededor de la época invernal de Hanukkah,
fue entonces cuando el Sefior hablé a Zacarias;

2 cuando ellos / claramente... Bet-él habia enviado
a Sarezer y Regem-melech y sus hombres / de la
capital de Israel, 2 representantes civiles junto con su
delegacion del Simposio-otros genios de las 10 tribus del
norte... fueron enviados de Israel, no Juda... enviado a
Jerusalén y tuvo que han multiples tareas; su asignacion:

[1] orar ante el SENOR.

3y [2] para hablar a los sacerdotes y a los
profetas / estos brillantes graduados de seminario...
honrados en su comunidad... necesitaron alguna
aclaracién de la jerarquia religiosa de agosto del dia...

gue estaban en la casa del SENOR de los ejércitos,

diciendo / el 2 representante y su tripulacién de Bet-el
pregunto,

Lloraremos en el mes quinto / en julio -
agosto,separandome, como he hecho estos tantos
anos? / ahora, tendrian sus libretas y tecnologia
cargada y lista;
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they sound exactly like the rich young ruler who came to
Jesus with questions over the law... and answer the
same: all these things | have done from my youth up --
Matthew 19:20

they wanted clarification on the newest rules and
manufactured hocus pocus newly added by the religious
apostates and self-righteous hypocrites.

They wanted to know... do we really have to do all that
stuff?

Well, the short answer is, NO!

Only on the Day of Atonement did the LORD require his
OT people to fast. But in the NT, fasting is not
prescribed, Jesus simply expected his followers to fast --
it's a good individual practice; it's okay to be hungry. In
this chapter, we are reminded the LORD knows how to
speak clearly;

He is going to speak to prophet Zechariah... to have
him say a little something to the inquisitive people.

4Then came the word of the LORD of hosts to
me, saying,

®Speak to all the people of the earth, and to the
priests / speak to both the undiscerning populous and
the religious self-righteous -- those faithless shepherds
of the land; speak to them at the same time,

saying,

When you fasted and mourned / and did all that
religious sounding drama...

in the fifth and seventh month, even those
seventy years / even when in Babylon, they wanted to
dispute the small stuff; but the LorD threw all their
tasteless, shallow hocus pocus into the one pot,

Did you really fast to Me, even to Me? The
obvious answer to this rhetorical question is: NO Sir!
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suenan exactamente como el gobernante joven rico que
vino a Jesus con preguntas sobre la ley... y contestar lo
mismo: todas estas cosas que he hecho desde mi
juventud -- Mateo 19:20

querian aclaraciones sobre las nuevas reglas vy
fabricaron el hocus pocus recién afiadidos por los
apdstatas religiosos y los hipocritas santurrones.

Querian saber... ;realmente tenemos que hacer todas
esas cosas?

Bueno, la respuesta corta es, NO!

Sélo en el dia de la expiacion el SENOR requiere que su
pueblo de OT ayune. Pero en el NT, no se prescribe el
ayuno, Jesus simplemente esperaba que sus discipulos
ayunen - es una buena practica individual; esta bien
tener hambre. En este capitulo, se nos recuerda que
el SENOR sabe hablar con claridad;

El va a hablar con el profeta Zacarias... que le diga
algo a la gente inquisitiva.

4 entonces vino la palabra del Sefior de los
ejércitos a mi, diciendo:

®> hablad a todo el pueblo de la tierra, y a los
sacerdotes / hablad tanto a los desentendidos
populosos como a los santurrones religiosos, a los
pastores sin fe de la tierra; hablarles al mismo tiempo,

Diciendo,

Cuando ayunabais y llorabais / e hiciste todo ese
drama religioso que sonaba...

en el quinto y séptimo mes, incluso aquellos 70
afos / incluso cuando en Babilonia, querian disputar
las cosas pequefias; pero el SENOR arroj6 todo su
insipido, superficial hocus pocus en la Unica olla,

¢Habéis ayunado, incluso a Mi? La respuesta
obvia a esta pregunta retérica es: jNO SENOR!
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And because the LORD knows what is in our heart, and
what we are thinking... and all the excuse-making that
we start imagining instead of answering truthfully... He
adds:

¢ And when you ate, and when you drank,

didn’t you eat for yourselves, and drink for
yourselves? The appropriate answer would be: Yes Sir!

The LorD knew their fasting was no different than their
partying. It was all a show to be seen by others... as if
they were pious and full of life; when inside, they were
really dead.

"Shouldn’t you hear the words the LORD
proclaimed by the former prophets,

when Jerusalem was inhabited and in
prosperity, and the cities were all around her,
when men inhabited the south and the plain?

And the appropriate answer would be: Yes Sir!

The people of God prospered when they did what the
LorD asked; Moses said, as they were about to enter
the land, they were to remember the Covenant God
made with them — 10 commandments written in stone.

They didn’t. So now, they should prepare for captivity;
the leaders having invented endless traditions and
burdens... and lost sight of the LORD; and were
probably betting that He was a pushover, dupe or

patsy.
8 And the word of the LORD came to Zechariah,

saying / aren't you glad the One who created the
universe, speaks?

Therein is the challenge of our genius 21st century;
either we believe in the Creator of the universe... or we
believe in a mute and meaningless universe; simple
choice, isn't it?
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Y porque el SENOR sabe lo que hay en nuestro corazon,
y lo que estamos pensando... y toda la excusa que
empezamos a imaginar en lugar de responder
sinceramente... Afiade:

6y cuando comiste, y cuando bebiste,

¢No comiste por vosotros mismos y bebéis por
tus mismos? La respuesta apropiada es: jsi Sefor!

El SENOR sabia que su ayuno no era diferente a su fiesta.
Fue todo un espectaculo para ser visto por otros... como si
fueran piadosos y llenos de vida; cuando estaban en el
interior, estaban realmente muertos.

" ¢no deberias escuchar las palabras que el
SENOR proclamo por los antiguos profetas,

cuando Jerusalén estaba habitada y en prosper-
idad, y las ciudades de sus alrededores, cuando
los hombres habitaban el sur y la llanura?

Y la respuesta apropiada seria: jsi Sefor!

El pueblo de Dios prosperd cuando hicieron lo que el
Serior le pidio; Moisés dijo que, al estar a punto de entrar
en la tierra, debian recordar el Convenio que Dios hizo
con ellos: 10 mandamientos escritos en piedra.

No lo hicieron. Asi que ahora, deben prepararse para el
cautiverio; los lideres que han inventado infinitas
tradiciones y cargas... y perdié de vista al Sefior; y
probablemente estaban apostando que €l era un
convencedor, engafiador 0 manipulador

Y la palabra del SENOR vino a Zacarias,

diciendo /no te alegras de que el que cred el
universo, y hablen?

Ahi esta el desafio de nuestro genio del siglo 21; o
creemos en el creador del universo... 0 creemos en
un universo mudo y sin sentido; elecciéon simple,
ino?
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°Thus has the LoRD of hosts said, saying,
Execute true judgment / dispense true justice,

and show mercy and compassion everyone to
his brother: / things we can also do today.

19Do not oppress:

[1] the widow / women in many cultures are still
considered property of men; often, they still are without
access to education; in many cultures, they are
considered a burden to the family,

[2] not the fatherless / orphans whose fathers have
died due to global policies disrupting communities, is
one thing; but those children who are left abandoned
because of irresponsible men is another problem
altogether; children are prey of elitist pedophile rings
and other human traffickers,

[3] not the stranger / the foreigner... or alien among
us have rarely been welcomed by the majority,

[4] not the poor / Moses tells us: these are the very
people the Lord loves to defend and provide for —
Deuteronomy 10, Jesus said, the poor you will have
with you always; and whenever you want to do them
good, He says, do it

Though it is not our responsibility to help those who are
deliberately made and kept poor by govt; it is our
opportunity to help.

Being poor is big business for most govt agencies
around the world; then they can tax the citizenry more to
pay for all their programs.

Those govts that misuse and embezzle the wealth of
the citizenry has little to do with these verses. The LORD
speaks to individuals;

and let none of you imagine evil in your heart
against his brother. And did they listen? No!
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9 Asi ha dicho el SENOR de los ejércitos, diciendo:
Ejecutar juicio verdad / dispenso de justicia verdad,

y mostrar caridad y compasion a todos sus
hermanos: /cosas que también podemos hacer hoy.

19 no oprimais:

[1] la viuda / mujeres en muchas culturas todavia se
consideran propiedad de los hombres; a menudo, siguen
sin tener acceso a la educacion; en muchas culturas, se
consideran una carga para la familia,

[2] no el huérfano / huérfanos cuyos padres han
fallecido debido a las politicas globales que alteran las
comunidades, es una cosa; pero los nifios abandonados
a causa de los hombres irresponsables son otro
problema por completo; los nifios son presa de anillos
elitistas de peddfilo y otros traficantes de seres humanos,

[3] no el extrafio / el extranjero... o alienigena entre
nosotros raramente han sido recibidos por la mayoria,

[4] no los pobres / Moisés nos dice: estas son las
mismas personas a las que el Sefior ama defiende y
provee — Deuteronomio 10. Jesus dijo: los pobres
tendran siempre con ustedes; y cuando quieras hacerlas
bien, dice, hazlo.

Aunque no es nuestra responsabilidad ayudar a los que
se hacen adrede y se cuidan pobres por el gobierno; es
nuestra oportunidad de ayudar.

Ser pobre es un gran negocio para la mayoria de las
agencias de gobierno en el mundo; entonces pueden
gravar mas a la ciudadania para pagar por todos sus
programas.

Los gobiernos que abuso y desprecian la riqueza de la
ciudadania tienen poco que ver con estos versos. El
Sefior habla a las personas;

y que ninguno de ti piense mal en su corazén
contra su hermano. ;Y han hecho caso? jNo!
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1 But they [1] refused to listen, and [2] shrugged
their stubborn shoulder, and [3] stopped their
ears that they should not hear / so they acted like
healthy 2-year-olds; unfortunately, they weren't children,
they were adults... heartless busybodies and hardheads
not doing what is right.

12They [4] made their hearts as flint, so they [5]
could not hear the law, and the words
the LorD of hosts sent by His Spirit through
the former prophets:

so, great wrath came from the LORD of hosts /
and don’t you wonder what He plans to do to those of our
genius jackass generation who refuse to listen and
shrug their shoulders? Here He already told us.

13Therefore it happened that as he cried /
who? [choose either: (1,12, 3 or 4,.. from verse 10],
as he cried... and they did not hear; so, when
they cried, and | would not hear, says
the LorD of hosts: / so two can play this game,
right?

14But | scattered them with a whirlwind among
all the nations whom they did not know. Thus
the land was desolate behind them, and no one
passed through nor returned: for they made the
pleasant land desolate. / The Lord is concerned
about His creation; He's ready to defend and provide
for: the widow, orphan, stranger and poor. He is expert
with the stubborn. Someone who trusts the Lord, lives
life much differently than those who trusts in thieves and
robbers, who embezzle His gift of life using it for their
own purposes. The one who trusts the Lord must be
about their Father’s business.
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11 pero ellos [1] no quisieron escuchar, y [2] se
encogié de hombro obstinado, y [3] detuvo sus
oidos que ellos no debian oir / por lo que actuaron
como nifios sanos de 2 afos; tragicamente, no eran nifos,
eran adultos... despiadados sin corazon y cabezas duras
no hacen lo correcto.

12 14] hicieron sus corazones como pedernal,
por lo que [5] no pudieron oir la ley, y las
palabras del SENOR de los ejércitos envid por su
Espiritu por medio de los antiguos profetas:

asi, se enoj6 mucho vino del SENOR de los
ejércitos / y no te preguntas lo que planea hacer a los de
nuestra generacion genio de los idiotas que se niegan a
escuchar y encogerse los hombros? Aqui ya nos lo dijo.

13 por tanto, acontecié que mientras €él clamo /
quién? [elija: 1,/2,13 0 4,.. del verso 10], mientras €l
clamo... y ellos no oyeron; asi, cuando ellos
clamaron, y Yo no escucharia, dice el Sefior de
los ejércitos: / por lo que dos pueden jugar a este
juego, ¢verdad?

14 pero los esparci con un torbellino entre todas
las naciones que ellos no conocian. Por lo tanto,
la tierra fue desolada tras ellos, y sin quedar
quien paso a través ni viniera: por que hicieron
la tierra agradable desolado. / ElI Sefior esta
preocupado por su creacion; Esta listo para defender y
proveer para: la viuda, huérfana, extrafia y pobre. Es
experto en el testarudo. Alguien que confia en el Sefior,
vive la vida de manera muy diferente a aquellos que
confian en ladrones y ladrones, que malversan su don de
vida utilizarlo para sus propios propositos. El que confia
en el Sefior debe ser acerca de los asuntos de su padre.
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