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Title: For the Chief musician, the leader of the choir is charged with this
song... to lead the sacred song of God’s people, and the responsibility is by
no means light.

Divisions: A Psalm of David, his life was one of conflict, and very seldom
does he finish a Psalm without mentioning his enemies; in this his thoughts
are wholly occupied with prayer against them; he describes the cruelty and
craftiness of his foes (1-6); and he prophesies their overthrow (7-10) --
Charles Spurgeon.

For the Chief musician,

A Psalm of David.

1O God, You hear my complaint: preserve my life from fear of the enemy.

2 Hide me from the secret counsel of the wrong; from those who are criminal:

3who sharpen their tongue like a sword, and shoot their bitter words like missiles:
“4shooting in secret at the blameless: suddenly they shoot at him, and do not fear.

> They stand firm in an evil purpose: they conspire to lay snares; and say, Who sees them?

¢ They devise crimes; they work a clever scheme: for the thought and heart of man is deep.
Think about it: Slander has always been the master weapon of the good man’s enemies, and great is the
care of the malicious to use it effectively. As warriors grind their swords, to give them an edge which will
cut deep; so the unscrupulous invent falsehoods... calculated to inflict pain, to stab the reputation and kill
the honor of the faithful. What is there which an evil tongue will not say? They lie in ambush, with bows
to aim a coward’s shaft at the upright man. The devil shot at our Lord himself, and we may rest assured
he has a fiery dart in reserve for us. Observe the meanness of malicious men, they shun the open field,
and lurk in the bushes. The inquisition could display instruments of torture, revealing as much skill as our
modern weaponry exhibits. The generation of snakes twist and turn, wind and wriggle, yet they are set
upon their purpose, and go the nearest way to it.

"But God will shoot at them with a missile; suddenly they will be wounded;

8 making them stumble; their own tongue is against them: all who see them will run away.

9Then all will fear, and speak of the work of God; for His doing they understand.

0 The upright will be glad in the Lord, and take refuge in Him; and all the upright in
heart will boast.
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Think about it: They shoot and will be shot. A greater archer than they... will take aim at their hearts.
One of His arrows will be enough; for He never misses His target. He turns the tables on His foes and
defeats them. “| will repay” says the Lord,; it is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes.
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