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Title and Subject: To the Chief musician. This Psalm is committed to the 
most skilled of the sacred musicians. The dedication shows the song was 
intended for public worship, not merely a personal hymn, as the first person 
singular might lead us to suppose. The authorship is; A Psalm of David, 
though when lifted by the Holy Spirit into the region of prophecy, it could be 
translated: A PSALM OF THE BELOVED. David was honored to write 
concerning One far greater than himself. It is evident that Jesus the Messiah 
is here. Even if the NT was not so express on it, we conclude that David 
spoke of our Lord; and the writer puts all conjectures aside, and confines 
the meaning to Him who came into the world to do the Father’s will. – 
Hebrews 10:5-9. What a contrast this song is to the previous Psalm 39.  

Divisions: first there is a personal thanksgiving (1-3); followed by a general declaration of the Lord’s 
goodness to His faithful (4-5); then an avowal of dedication to the Lord’s will (6-10); ending with a prayer 
for deliverance from the pressing trouble, and for the overthrow  of enemies (11-17) – Charles Spurgeon. 

To the Chief musician, 

A Psalm of David  

1 I waited patiently for the LORD; and He inclined to me, and heard my cry. 

2 And He brought me up from a horrible pit, from the miry clay, and set my feet on a 

rock, and established my steps. 

3 And He put in my mouth, a new song of praise to our God: many will see it, and fear, 

and will lean on the LORD. 

Think about it: Patient waiting upon God was a special characteristic of our Lord Jesus. Impatience never 
lingered in His heart, nor escaped His lips. All through His agony in the garden, His trial of cruel 
mockings before Herod and Pilate, and His passion on the tree, He waited; with not a word of wrath, no 
murmuring; the Lamb of God, He waited and waited; He was patient to perfection, far excelling all others. 
And the Lord heard Him; and brought Him from the deep and dreadful dungeon of horror and gloom; this 
our Messiah of God wears the imperial crown of patience. 

4 Blessed is that man who leans on the LORD, and does not turn to the proud, nor turn 

aside to lies. 

5 Many O LORD my God, are Your wonderful works which You have done, and Your 

thoughts toward us: none can compare to You: if I would declare and speak of them, they 

are more than can be numbered. 

Think about it: Behold our God, in creation, providence and redemption; the magnificence and wisdom of 
the works His hands made, even this immense universe is full of His glory. What art, what regularity, 
what harmony and proportion. The heavens declare the glory of God. As the heavens are above the earth,  
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so His ways are higher than our ways; and His thoughts are higher than our thoughts. But here, our 
attention is called to the marvels which cluster around the cross; wonders of grace beyond all measure; 
of adoption, of pardon, of justification and manifold miracles of love. 

6 Sacrifice and meal offering You did not desire;  My ears have You opened: 

burnt offering and sin offering You did not require. 

7 Then I said, indeed, I come: in the scroll of the book it is written of Me, 

8 I delight to do Your will, O my God: yes, Your law is within my heart. 

9 I proclaim the good news of righteousness in the great congregation: 

indeed, O LORD, You know my lips, I do not restrain. 

10 I have not hid Your righteousness within my heart; I declared Your 

faithfulness and Your deliverance: I have not hid Your mercy and Your truth 

from the great congregation. 

Think about it: Here we enter upon one of the most wonderful passages in all of the Old Testament. 
The Lord of all creation, who created all things good; says nothing satisfactory about the various bloody 
ceremonial offerings of His creatures. He gave Moses 10 commands to teach His people to take to heart, 
there is nothing wrong with loving the Lord with all your heart; there is nothing wrong with loving your 
neighbor as yourself. He could have written 10,000 commands, but would anybody have listened? 
This was all written in the book 3000 years ago; everything was recorded for anyone who wanted to learn. 

11 O LORD do not withhold Your mercy from me: Your goodness and Your truth continually 

preserve me. / remember David is speaking. 

12 For countless evils surround me: my crimes have overtaken me, so that I am not able to 

see; they are more numerous than the hairs of my head: so my heart fails me. 

13 Be pleased, O LORD, to deliver me: O LORD, hurry to help me. 

14 Let them be ashamed and altogether confounded who seek to destroy my soul; let them 

be driven back and humiliated who wish me evil. 

15 Let those be confounded for their shame, who say to me, Aha, aha. 

16 Let all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You:  

let those who love Your deliverance continually say, The LORD is bigger. 

17 But I am poor and needy; yet the LORD thinks of me:  

You are my Help and my Deliverer; do not delay, O my God.  
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Remember, this is not the one who sinned. This Friend of sinners, He willingly came and took the shitty job, 
none of us would, or could do in a million years. On every side He was plagued with evils; countless woes 
enclosed the great Substitute for our sin. Our sins were innumerable; and so were His griefs. There was 
no escape for us from our crimes, and there was no escape for Him from the woes which we deserved. 
He had no sin, but sins were piled on Him; and this Friend took them as if they were His own. “He was 
made sin for us.” The transfer of sin to the Savior was real, it produced in Him a horror with crushing 
anguish and intolerable woe; that would break His heart. Yes, this Friend of sinners, He took our sin and 
our sicknesses upon Him; dumping the sins of the whole damn world on Him; sins that already 
overwhelmed us. Even this prayer sought from the Father, such a glorious manifestation as might unnerve 
each rebel arm, and overawe each rebel heart among the traitors; that with His stripes we were healed 

Let all who love His deliverance continually say, “The Lord be magnified,” our God is bigger. 
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