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Title and Subject: This song of praise bears no title or indication of 
authorship; to teach us to look upon holy Scripture as altogether inspired by 
God, and not put a price upon it for the writers of it. The praise of the Lord 
is the subject of this sacred song.         

Divisions: the righteous are exhorted to praise Him (1-3); the excellency 
of His character, and His majesty in creation is declared (4-7); men are 
urged to fear the Lord (8-11); His people are blessed (12); our great 
God and His care for His people are celebrated (13-19); and the Psalm 
concludes with confidence and earnest prayer (20-21) – Charles Spurgeon. 

A Psalm of David,  

A Contemplation       

1 Rejoice in the LORD, O you right ones: for the upright, praise is beautiful. 

2 Praise the LORD with harp: with the 10-string instrument sing to Him. 

3 Sing to Him a new song; play skillfully with a joyful noise. 

Think about it: All songs of praise should be “unto Him”. Our mental faculties should be exercised when 
we are magnifying the Lord, so as not to run in an old groove without thought; we ought to make every 
hymn of praise a new song. Let us not present old worn-out praise, but put life, and soul, and heart, into 
every song, especially since He gives to us new mercies every day. 

4 For the word of the LORD is right; and 

all His works are done in truth; 

5 loving rightness and justice: the mercy  

of the LORD, fills all the earth. 

6 By the word of the LORD the heavens 

were made; by a whisper  He spoke all 

the starry hosts into being. 

7 He gathers the waters of the sea as a 

heap: He lays up in storehouses the deeps. 

Think about it: It is all one with God to do as to 
say, to perform as to promise; it is as easy, He is 
as willing, as able, to do the one as the other. There 
is no such distance between God’s saying and doing, as is among men. His saying is doing; “By the 
word of the Lord, the heavens were made”…when He said, “Light be”– it happened. One word of His can 
do more than the combined powers of heaven and earth can do to eternity -- David Clarkson,1621-1686. 
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8 Let all the earth fear the LORD: let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him. 

9 For He spoke, and it was done; He commanded, and it stood firm. 

10 The LORD pulverizes the counsel of the nations: He annuls the schemes of the peoples. 

11 The counsel of the LORD stands forever, the plans of His heart reach to all generations. 

Think about it: “He speaks and it is done” … while His own will is done, He anticipates the willfulness of 
His enemies. Before they come to action, He crushes them in the council-chamber; they march to the 
assault, while He laughs in His heaven, their persecutions, slanders, and lies, are like puff-balls flung 
against a granite wall – they produce no result at all. Not only the folly of the heathen, but their wisdom, 
too will yield to the power of the cross. The cause of God is never in danger; infernal craft is outwitted by 
infinite wisdom, and demonic power is always held in check. “The counsel of the LORD stands forever.” 

12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD; and the people whom He chose for 

His own inheritance. 

Think about it: Other than King David’s nation of Israel, The United States of America is the only other 
nation in the history of the world, that took this same word of God… and built its formidable foundation on it. 
In recent years, 21st century geniuses have tried to eliminate the motto: “In God We Trust” thankfully the 
current administration has reverse that move. Should future generations foolishly succeed in erasing it, 
then “their will be done,” whether or not they like what that will mean; and they will be severely tested as 
all the hellish horrors such as they have never known or imagined… rain down on their cursed selves 
and their worthless families… while heaven remains absolutely silent. Isaiah tells us about a great nation 

13 From heaven the LORD looks; He scrutinizes all the sons of Adam. 

14 From His dwelling place, He looks on all the inhabitants of the earth. 

15 He molds the hearts of them all; He considers all their works. 

16 The king is not saved by a massive army: a warrior is not delivered by great strength. 

17 A horse is deceptive safety: for even by its great strength it will not deliver anyone. 

18 Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear Him, on those who wait for His mercy; 

19 to deliver their soul from death, and to keep them alive in famine. 

20 Our soul waits for the LORD: He is our Help and our Shield. 

Think about it: At the Battle of Arbela, Darius of Persia had between 500,000 and 1,000,000 men, but they 
were thrashed by Alexander’s 50,000 soldiers. Napoleon led more than 500,000 men into Russia, but a 
terrible winter left the army a wreck. “Some trust in horses; some trust in chariots; some trust in princes;” 
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David trusted in the Lord.  

21 For in Him our heart will rejoice, because on His holy Name we lean. 

22 May Your mercy, O LORD, rest on us, according as we wait on You. 

Think about it: The annals of history are replete with half-told stories of untold failure, due to the 
depravity of mankind. Yet our great God is on a rescue mission saving some out of the world; those who 
fear Him; those who wait for His mercy, those who lean on His holy Name. They will not be disappointed.  
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