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The Proverbs were first read by the royal families; the House of 
Judah, who were the Praise of God; and the House of Israel those 
who claimed to be Ruled by God. The Proverbs are short, weighty 
sentences; most of them are two sentences in one verse, illustrating 
each other, but seldom is there any coherence between verses. Their 
purpose is to set before us what is right and what is wrong. Solomon 
had 700 wives and 300 girlfriends – ignoring his royal responsibility 
– and ended his life saying he played the fool; his kingdom was taken 
from him and then he died – having done wrong in the sight of the 
Lord. The Proverbs still speak to the way of the wrong, as well as the 
way of the right. 

1  A wise son heeds his father's instruction: but a scoffer will not listen to a rebuke. 

2  From his own mouth a man enjoys good things: but rebels have an appetite for violence. 

3 The one who guards his mouth, guards his life: but he who babbles freely is to his own ruin. 

4 The lazy man desires, but has nothing: the diligent soul will be amply supplied. 

5 A right man hates deception: but a wrong man loves the disgusting and shameful. 

6 Doing right safeguards the one who is upright: but vice undermines the sinner. 

7 One pretends to be rich, yet has nothing: another pretends to be poor, yet has great riches. 

8 Riches are the ransom for one’s life: but the poor hear no such threat. 

9 The light of the right shines brightly: but the lamp of the wrong will go out. 

10 Pride only leads to contention: but the wise are always well advised. 

11 Wealth obtained in haste will dwindle: but gathered through 

hard work, it will grow. 

12 Hope delayed makes the heart sick: but fulfilled desire, is a tree of life. 

13 The one who hates God’s word will perish: but the one in awe of His instruction is rewarded. 

14 The instruction of the wise is a fountain of life, showing how to evade the snares of death. 
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15 Good sense wins favor: but the way of the rebellious is hard 

/ it never changes. 

16 A shrewd man does not vaunt his knowledge: but a fool openly displays his stupidity. 

17 A wrong messenger is a calamity: but a faithful ambassador brings healing. 

18 Poverty and shame is for those who refuse instruction: but honor for those who are corrected. 

19 Desire fulfilled is sweet to the soul: but to depart from evil is disgusting to fools. 

20 Mix with the wise and you will become wise: but a friend of fools will know grief. 

21 Disaster pursues wrongdoers; while prosperity overtakes 

those doing right. 

22 A good man leaves an inheritance to his grand-children: buts the sinner’s wealth is stored 

for the just. 

23 Tilling the poor’s field yields much food: but without justice, it is swept away. 

24 He who spares to ply the rod hates his son: but he who loves him at times 

corrects him. 

25 The right one has enough to meet his need: but the 

wrong are often in need. 
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