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In the preface to this Book of Moses we read: The titles of the five books of 
Moses, which we use in our Bibles, are all borrowed from the Greek 
translation of the Seventy, the most ancient version of the Old Testament 
what we know of. But the title of this book we only turn into English; in all 
the rest we retain the Greek word, for which difference I know no reason, 
but that the Latin translators have done the same. Otherwise this book 
might as well have been called: Arithmoi. Where we get our word: 
arithmetic. The Greek title = the numbering; as it shows the promise of 
God to Abraham that his children would be as the stars of heaven. In this 
book are two numberings: one at Mount Sinai in Arabia – chapter 1; and the 
other on the plains of Moab 39 years later. -- Matthew Henry.   

Observing the Passover 

1 And the LORD spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in 

the first month of the second year after they came from the 

land of Egypt, saying, 

2 Let the children of Israel also do the Passover at its appointed time / this is the first of 7 

specific workdays Moses told us about, that relate to the Messiah; Jesus the Christ. Apart from Him, 
these days have NO meaning. Paul called the high, holy days “shadows of things to come”. 

3 In the fourteenth day of this month / usually mid-March, at evening, you will do it at its 

appointed time: according to all its statutes, and according to all its orderliness, you will 

do it. 

4 And Moses spoke to the children of Israel, that 

they do the Passover. 

5 And they did the Passover on the fourteenth 

day of the first month at evening in the 

wilderness of Sinai: according to all that 

the Lord commanded Moses, so did the children 

of Israel. 

6 And there were certain men, who were defiled 

by the dead body of a man, that they could not 

do the Passover on that day: and they came 

before Moses and before Aaron on that day: 

7 And those men said to him, We are defiled by 

the dead body of a man: why are we hindered, that we may not present an offering to 

the LORD at its appointed time among the children of Israel? 
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8 And Moses said to them, Wait, and I will listen to what the LORD will command 

concerning you. 

9 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

10 Speak to the children of Israel, saying, If any 

one of you or of your posterity becomes unclean by 

reason of a dead body, or is on a journey far away, 

he may do the Passover to the LORD. 

11 The second month of the fourteenth day at 

evening, they will do it and eat unleavened bread 

and bitter herbs. 

12 They will leave none of it till morning, nor break 

a bone of it: according to all the ordinances of the Passover they will do it. 

13 But the man who is clean, and is not on a journey, and neglects to do the Passover, 

even the same soul will be cut off from among his people: because he brought not the 

offering of the LORD on its appointed time, that man will bear his sin. 

14 And if a stranger sojourns among you, and will do the Passover to the LORD; 

according to its ordinance of the Passover, and according to its manner, so he will do: 

you have one ordinance, both for the stranger and for the native of the land. 

15 And on the day that the tent was erected; the cloud covered the tent, namely, the tent 

of the testimony: and at evening there was on the tent as it were the appearance of fire, 

until the morning. 

16 So it was continually: the cloud covered it by day, and the appearance of fire by night. 

17 And when the cloud was lifted up from the tent, then afterward the children of Israel 

moved: and in the place where the cloud settled, there the children of Israel camped. 

18 At the command of the LORD the children of Israel journeyed, and at the command of 

the LORD they camped: as long as the cloud settled over the tent they remained camped. 

19 Even when the cloud stayed long over the tent many days, then the children of Israel 

guarded the obligation of the LORD, and did not move. 

20 If, the cloud was a few days over the tent; according to the command of the LORD they 

remained camped. Then according to the command of the LORD they moved. 
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21 And sometimes, when the cloud remained from evening until morning, and when the 

cloud was lifted in the morning, then they moved: whether it was by day or by night 

when the cloud was lifted, they moved. 

22 Whether it was two days, or a month, or a year, that the cloud remained over the tent, 

the children of Israel camped, and did not move: but when it was lifted, they journeyed. 

23 At the command of the LORD they camped, and at the command of the LORD they 

moved: they guarded the obligation of the LORD, at the command of the LORD by the 

hand of Moses / and I’m sure it was no small task for Moses to keep these 2,500,000 orderly . 
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