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In the preface to this Book of Moses we read: The titles of the five books of
Moses, which we use in our Bibles, are all borrowed from the Greek
translation of the Seventy, the most ancient version of the Old Testament
what we know of. But the title of this book we only turn into English; in all
the rest we retain the Greek word, for which difference | know no reason,
but that the Latin translators have done the same. Otherwise this book
might as well have been called: Arithmoi. Where we get our word:
arithmetic. The Greek title = the numbering; as it shows the promise of
God to Abraham that his children would be as the stars of heaven. In this
book are two numberings: one at Mount Sinai in Arabia — chapter 1; and the
other on the plains of Moab 39 years later. -- Matthew Henry.

The Aaronic priesthood, Aaron's rod budded

1 And the LorbD spoke to Moses, saying,

2Speak to the children of Israel, and take of every one of
them a rod according to the house of their fathers, of all their leaders according to the

house of their fathers twelve rods: write you every man's name on his rod.

3 And you write Aaron's name on the rod of Levi: for one rod will be for the head of the
house of their fathers.

4 And you place them in the tent of meeting before the testimony, where I will meet with
you.

> And it will happen, that the rod of the man, who | will choose, will blossom. Thus I will
lessen the grumblings of the children of Israel, who are grumble against you.

® And Moses spoke to the children of Israel, and all their leaders gave him a rod, one for
each ruler, according to their fathers' houses, twelve rods: with the rod of Aaron among
their rods.

" And Moses placed the rods before the LORD in the tent of witness.

8 And it happened, that on the next day Moses went into the tent of witness; and,
behold, the rod of Aaron for the house of Levi budded, and put forth buds, and
produced blossoms, and yielded ripe almonds.

9 And Moses brought out all the rods from before the LoRrbD to all the children of Israel:
and they looked, and each man took his rod.

10 But the LorbD said to Moses, Place the rod of Aaron again before the testimony, to be
kept for a token against the rebels;
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that you may put away their grumblings against Me, so that they do not die.
1 Thus Moses did: just as the LorRD commanded him, so did he.

2Then he children of Israel spoke to Moses, saying, Behold, we die, we perish, we all
perish.

B3 Whoever comes near to the tent of the LORD must die. Are we to perish completely?
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