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In the preface to this Book of Moses we read: The titles of the five books of 
Moses, which we use in our Bibles, are all borrowed from the Greek 
translation of the Seventy, the most ancient version of the Old Testament 
what we know of. But the title of this book we only turn into English; in all 
the rest we retain the Greek word, for which difference I know no reason, 
but that the Latin translators have done the same. Otherwise this book 
might as well have been called: Arithmoi. Where we get our word: 
arithmetic. The Greek title = the numbering; as it shows the promise of 
God to Abraham that his children would be as the stars of heaven. In this 
book are two numberings: one at Mount Sinai in Arabia – chapter 1; and the 
other on the plains of Moab 39 years later. -- Matthew Henry.   

12 Men are sent to spy out the land 

1 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

2 Send men, that they may spy out the land of Canaan, which 

I will give to the children of Israel: you will send a man of every tribe of their fathers, 

every one a leader among them. 

3 So Moses, by command of the LORD, sent them from the wilderness of Paran: all those 

men who were heads of the children of Israel. 

4 And these were their names: from the tribe of Reuben, Shammua the son of Zaccur. 

5 From the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat the son of Hori. 

6 From the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh. 

7 From the tribe of Issachar, Igal the son of Joseph. 

8 From the tribe of Ephraim, Oshea the son of Nun. 

9 From the tribe of Benjamin, Palti the son of Raphu. 

10 From the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel the son of Sodi. 

11 From the tribe of Joseph, namely, from the tribe of Manasseh, Gaddi the son of Susi. 

12 From the tribe of Dan, Ammiel the son of Gemalli. 

13 From the tribe of Asher, Sethur the son of Michael. 

14 From the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi the son of Vophsi. 
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15 From the tribe of Gad, Geuel the son of Machi. 

16 These are the names of the men which Moses sent to spy out the land. And Moses 

called Oshea the son of Nun Jehoshua. 

17 When Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, he said to them, Go up through 

the south, and go up into the hill country: 

18 and see what the land is like, and the people who dwell in it, whether they are strong 

or weak, few or many; 

19 and how is the land they dwell in, whether it is good or bad; and what cities they  

dwell in, whether in camps, or fortified; 

20 and how is the land, whether it is fat or lean, whether there are forests in it, or not. 

And be courageous, and bring of the fruit of the land. Now the time was the time of the 

first ripe grapes. 

21 So they went up, and spied out the land from the wilderness of Zin to as far as Rehob, 

at Hamath. 

22 When they went up through the south, they came to Hebron; where Ahiman, Sheshai, 

and Talmai, the descendants of Anak were. (Now Hebron was built seven years before 

Zoan in Egypt.) 

23 Then they came to the valley of Eshcol, and from 

there cut down a branch with a single cluster of 

grapes, and they carried it on a pole between two 

men; with some of the pomegranates and figs. 

24 The place was called the valley of Eshcol, because 

of the cluster of grapes which the children of Israel 

cut down from there. 

25 And they returned from spying out the land after forty days. 

26 And they came to Moses and Aaron, and to all the gathering of the children of Israel, 

in the wilderness of Paran at Kadesh; and brought back word to them, and to all the 

gathering, and showed them the fruit of the land. 

27 Thus they told him, and said, We went to the land where you sent us, and surely it 

flows with milk and honey; and this is its fruit. 
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28 But / and did you notice it’s a BIG BUT? the people are strong who dwell in the land, and 

the cities are walled, and very great: and moreover we saw the children of Anak there.  

29 The Amalekites dwell in the land of the south: and the Hittites, and the Jebusites, and 

the Amorites, dwell in the mountains: and the Canaanites dwell by the sea, and by the 

coast of Jordan. 

30 Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at once, and 

possess it; for we are well able to overcome it / finally, that sounds like a man of faith. 

31 But the men who went up with him said, We are not able to go up against the people; 

for they are stronger than us / which sounds like a bunch of faithless jackasses. 

32 So they gave to the children of Israel a bad report of the land that they spied out, 

saying, The land through which we went searching, is a land that devours its inhabitants; 

and all the people who we saw in it are men of a great size. 

33 And there we saw giants, the sons of Anak, which came from the giants: and we were 

like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight. 
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