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In the preface to this Book of Moses we read: The titles of the five books of 
Moses, which we use in our Bibles, are all borrowed from the Greek 
translation of the Seventy, the most ancient version of the Old Testament 
what we know of. But the title of this book we only turn into English; in all 
the rest we retain the Greek word, for which difference I know no reason, 
but that the Latin translators have done the same. Otherwise this book 
might as well have been called: Arithmoi. Where we get our word: 
arithmetic. The Greek title = the numbering; as it shows the promise of 
God to Abraham that his children would be as the stars of heaven. In this 
book are two numberings: one at Mount Sinai in Arabia – chapter 1; and the 
other on the plains of Moab 39 years later. -- Matthew Henry.   

Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses 

1 And Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the 

Ethiopian / the Cushite woman whom he had married (for he 

had married an Ethiopian woman). 

2 And they said, Has the LORD indeed spoken only by Moses? Has He not spoken also by 

us? And the LORD heard it / so they were bothered Moses married a foreigner, probably with an 
irritating accent; and after all, Moses was younger than them, and Miriam remembers having to change 
his diapers; and watch over him as he floated down the Nile River… until he moved into the house of 
the daughter of the Pharaoh; so of course she knew a lot about her younger brother ; but she was 
taught in school, we are all the same; so what didn’t she know about her brother? well like… 

3 (Now the one Moses was very humble, more than any man on the face of the earth.) 

4 And the LORD spoke suddenly to Moses, and to Aaron, and to Miriam, You three come 

out to the tent of meeting. And the three came out. 

5 And the LORD came down in the pillar of the cloud, and stood in the doorway of the 

tent, and called Aaron and Miriam: and when they both came forward, 

6 He said, Hear now My words: If there is a prophet among you, I the LORD will make 

Myself known to him in a vision, and will speak to him in a dream. 

7 Not so with My servant Moses, who is faithful in all My house / which we learn 

more about by the writer of the book of Hebrews: Moses was faithful in all My house – Hebrew 4  . 

8 With him I speak mouth to mouth, even openly; not in dark sayings; the form of 

the LORD he beholds: why then were you not afraid to speak against my servant Moses? 

9 And the anger of the LORD was ignited against them; and He departed. 
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10 And when the cloud departed from over the tent; behold, Miriam became leprous, 

white as snow: and Aaron looked on Miriam, and, behold, she was leprous. 

11 And Aaron said to Moses, Alas, my lord, I beg you, do not hold this sin against us, in 

which we acted foolishly, and in which we sinned. 

12 Let her not be as one dead, of whom the flesh is half eaten when he comes from his 

mother’s womb. 

13 And Moses cried to the LORD, saying, Heal her now, O God, I beg you. 

14 And the LORD said to Moses, If her father merely spit in her face, should she not bare 

her shame seven days? Let her be restricted from the camp seven days, and afterward, 

let her be received again. 

15 And Miriam was restricted from the camp seven days: and the people did not move 

until Miriam was received again. 

16 Afterward the people moved from Hazeroth, and camped in the wilderness of Paran. 
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The Mountain of Moses – Sinai in Arabia 

We are grateful to God that the Saudi govt has preserved the Mountain of Moses.  
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