
MATTHEW 27 vs 46   KJV-lite™ VERSES  
  www.ilibros.net/KJV-lite.html 

 

1 | iLibros.net internacional © 2012 

 

Matthew was an eyewitness to Jesus. and he remembers what 
happened next, not because he had been faithful, but because 
he learned from the women who were faithfully, who stood with 
Jesus at His cross: that Good Wednesday afternoon; If they can 
call it: Good Friday, then we can call it: Good Wednesday… 

46 And about the ninth hour / about 3 o’clock… Jesus 

cried out with a powerful voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama 

sabachthani? that is to say,  

My God, my God, why had You forsaken Me? 

47 Some of them who stood there, when they heard, 

said, This man calls for Elijah.  

48 And immediately, one of them ran, and took a 

sponge and filled it with sour-wine; and put it on a 

reed and gave Him to drink. 

49 The rest of them said, Let Him be, let us see if Elijah 

will come and save Him. 

50 Jesus, when He had cried again with a loud voice / with 
a powerful voice, 

He gave up the spirit / literally, He let go of His spirit.  

51 And, pay attention, the veil of the temple tore in two, 

from the top to the bottom / indeed not by human hands: 
Which veil? In the Temple, there were two different veils. One 
separating the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place, if that was the veil, then only a few priests serving 
in that part of the Temple would have seen it inexplicably tear from the top to the bottom. The 
other veil separated the Outer Court of the Gentiles, and the court of Women… from the Holy Place; 
which could have been eye-witnessed by thousands; that is the veil Jerome identified that tore. 

Can you imagine? a veil… a curtain the thickness of your palm, 60 feet tall… 6-stories tall… miraculously 
RIPPING from the top to the bottom. It must have been a shocking event, as Matthew writes… but 
pay attention; Matthew also clearly fast-forwards to some event related to what occurred,  

the veil of the temple tore from top to bottom, and the earth quaked, and the rocks were 

split / On this day of crucifixion? On the Day of Firstfruits? Or both? not a good portent; not a favorable 
sign for the religious leaders.  History records the lintel holding up the massive veil in the temple, snapped 
and crashed to the ground. Not a good sign. 
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52 And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints who slept arose / many of the 
saints who had died; were either temporarily restored to life like Lazarus; or were given glorified bodies, 

53 And came out of the graves after His resurrection, into the holy city, and appeared to 

many / so on the Day of First Fruits; the 3rd great DAY belonging to the Lord! Apparently, a lot was 
going on. Jesus is not a procrastinator; when there is some work to do, He works! Here Matthew tells us  
about the crucifixion… and says this unusual, marvelous event did NOT end at the cross. 

54 Now when the centurion, and those rugged soldiers who were with him guarding Jesus, 

saw the earthquake, and all those things that happened, including the miraculous tearing of the 
temple curtain? They  greatly feared, I bet they did; suddenly they knew, the wrong guy had been crucified,  

they greatly feared, saying, Truly this was the Son of God. 

55 And many women were there at a distance, paying attention, they had followed Jesus 

from Galilee,  

ministering to Him / the word is diakoneo; what the angels did after His testing in the wilderness;  

what Paul said he came to do in Rome on his way to Spain; and it’s what the Son of man had come to do, 
and give His life a ransom for many. Jesus said, it is what the greatest among His disciples would do. And  
we read: these women who had joined Jesus on the way He was going…these great women ministers… 

now, I realize it does not say they were ministers… so you will notice that word is in italics; but teachers 
do the teaching, and singers do the singing, and painters do the painting, and readers to the reading… so 
do the math: while the men fled… these great women were 

ministering to Him / and somehow, I do not believe they were just making chocolate chip cookies and 
pouring coffee and cheap church punch all afternoon; while all the men except John were doing what?  
These faithful women ministered to the Lord Jesus at this critical moment; mostly standing there in silence, 
but they heard the 100,000s of voices singing praises to God; and did these many women sing along. 
God’s word is interesting isn’t it? What Psalms were sung at Passover? Did they sing the Psalms being sung? 

56 Among them was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James / the half-brother of 
Jesus, and the Mary of Joseph / and we can race right through these verses and never ask who these 
people are. Matthew expected the people to know; Is she the wife of Joseph of Arimathea? Joseph of 
Arimathea is a gutsy man.  His wife would have been a gutsy woman,  

and the mother of the sons of Zebedee / the mother of the sons of thunder. James would be the first 
to be martyred; John, who the previous night leaned on Jesus’ breast at the supper… who also arranged 
entrance for Peter into the high priest’s palace, who witnessed the sham trial, and when the illegal verdict 
was rendered that Wednesday morning… he hurried with the news to bring the mother of Jesus to 
Golgotha; the gruesome nailing to the cross already took place. This is the mother of that beloved disciple; 
he lived longer than all the rest. John Wycliffe, the great reformer in the 1300s, called them cousins of Jesus. 

http://www.ilibros.net/KJV-lite.html
http://www.ilibros.net/KJV-lite.DaysOfTheLord.html


MATTHEW 27 vs 46   KJV-lite™ VERSES  
  www.ilibros.net/KJV-lite.html 

 

3 | iLibros.net internacional © 2012 

 

 

57 When it was evening / between 4 and 5 o’clock that Good Wednesday late in the afternoon,  

there came a rich man of Arimathea, named Joseph / where is Arimathea? It could be near Sicily, 
but it really doesn’t matter. In the Latin Vulgate, Jerome describes him as, Nobilis Decurio. It’s a proper 
title for Caesar’s inner-circle… in Joseph’s case, he is Minister of Tin Mines for the Roman empire. The early 
church states Joseph was the uncle of Jesus… who took care of Jesus in the silent years of His childhood. 
And brought Him to those tin mines… in the Isles of the West… those Isles at the end of the earth. 

who also himself was a disciple of Jesus / so he was one of those doing the math, putting it all together. 
Obviously, he was a powerful man. Pilate would hear him out: 

58 He went to Pilate and forcefully requested the body of Jesus / which implies Joseph was a 
man of great dignity and position. He had authority and access to the highest levels of government. He 
did not wander in off the street. 

And we read… 

Then Pilate ordered it to be delivered. 

59 And when Joseph had taken the body, he 

wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 

60 and he laid it in his own new tomb, which he 

had hewn out in the rock: and he rolled a 

great stone to the door of the sepulcher, and 

departed. 

61 And Mary Magdalene was there, and the 

other Mary, sitting opposite the grave. 

62 Now the next day, that followed the day of 

the preparation / and since the day starts at 
sunset, that could be the next hour; Matthew writes… 

the chief priests and Pharisees gathered together 

with Pilate, 

63 saying, Sir, we remember that when He was still 

alive, that deceiver said,  

After three days I will rise again / so they did 
understand what Jesus had said. as Jonah was in the belly 
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of the whale 3 days and 3 nights, so Jesus would be in the grave 3 days and 3 nights…  

64 Therefore, order that the grave be made secure until the third day, lest His disciples 

come by night, and steal Him away, and say to the people,  

He is risen from the dead: so, the last error will be worse than the first. 

65 Pilate said to them, You have a guard  / you have your own Temple guards! I bet Pilate was perturbed 
enough to say something else… to these envious religious fools,  

go and make it as secure as you can. 

66 So they went, and made the grave secure, sealing the stone, and setting a guard. 
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