MATTHEW 20 vs 17

Matthew, who was an eye-witness to

Jesus, next remembered what K e

Matthew

+l/16 MX "ollcci'or

happened after Jesus taught a parable
to those who joined Him, about
workers in the kingdom and their
reward for faithful service.

"And Jesus going up to
Jerusalem took the twelve
disciples aside / those doing the
math, putting the pieces together one
by one; He took them...and briefly *
separated them from the massive
crowd; most likely a rough and rowdy
gang, that would soon startle the elite
and VIP’s in Jerusalem,

in the way / in the way they were going... on the road
they were traveling; and they didn’t know it at the time,
but He was headed to a cross, to a grave, and to a
resurrection changing the whole of world history,

and said to them,

18 Behold / pay attention, we’re going to Jerusalem;

and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the
chief priests and scribes, and they will condemn
Him to death / so now was the time to start talking
directly to those who were putting it all together piece by
piece by piece,

Y¥and will deliver Him to the Gentiles to
mock, to scourge and to crucify: and the third
day He will rise again / and having said all that
which gave His 12 students much to think about, He
turned again and approached the massive crowd,
curiously waiting and totally hushed where they were left
standing with sandals glued to the Jericho road.

20 Then, sometime later... the mother of the sons

of Zebedee came to Him / she was waiting in the
large crowd;
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MATTHEW 20 vs 17

later she would faithfully stand with the other Marys
at the cross; she’s identified as Salome, and was a
sister of Mary — the mother of Jesus; so she was an
aunt of Jesus. Now, Jesus had talked about His
followers sitting on 12 thrones, judging the 12 tribes
of Israel; but she missed the private conversation.

she with her sons, / her adorable sons of thunder:
mama’s boys; apparently, 2 explosive hot-heads and
these3 came bowing / maybe falling down on their
knees... maybe a little too much drama? Maybe?!

and she was desiring oh!... uh! a certain of
Him / Matthew couldn’t even figure it all out.

21 Jesus said to her, What do you wish? / What do
you want? She noticed through the years that Jesus
paid much attention to Peter, a business partner with
her 2 sons. John Wycliffe calls these brothers:
cousins of Jesus. Of course Auntie knows Peter is an
excellent fisherman, but My sons are educated! They
went all the way through Capernaum school district;
Top of their Class! And can recite AND write their
aleph, bet, and gimel’s. Ooh! did Jesus nearly pass
out when He heard their resume?

She said to Him, Grant that my two sons sit,
one on Your right, the other on Your left,

in your kingdom / now, Salome probably had a very
high 1Q. Perhaps she figured they were going to
Jerusalem to clean up earthly corruption and take over;
totally missing the last verses, also God’s agenda; and
Auntie blurts out: they'd make a great Secretary of
State... and Secretary of the Treasury for You! And
her 2 lumps: James and John, are somewhat
uncomfortable, yet looking like mama’s 2 grinning idiots.

22But Jesus answered / sizing up the situation and
said, You all don’t know what you ask.

And to these brothers, He asked... Are you able to
drink of the cup that I will drink?
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They said to Him, We are able.

23He said to them, You will indeed drink of
My cup / and did you hear that? Jesus just said, You
don’t know what you're talking about. That word: cup...
is used in 3 different settings in the NT: 1. refer to now
with these 2 brothers; 2.the cup of the NEW testament
at the last supper; and 3.the cup mentioned in prayer in
the Garden of Gethsemane.

The cup HE drank isn't a little glass of wine or grape
juice; like the baptism HE baptizes with isn't a little
sprinkling or dunking with water. HIS is with fire and the
Holy Spirit! Read about the first baptism of Moses and
the children of Israel in the Red Sea. they were baptized
and didn’t even get wet!?!

But back to Jesus...

You will indeed drink of My cup / and they did.
James was the first disciple to die... to be martyred for
Jesus; and John was the last to die... watching in his
old age, all the other disciples go before him.

but to sit on My right and left is not Mine to give,
but for whom it is prepared by My Father.

22 And when the 10 disciples heard, they were
very much displeased with the two brothers.

25 But Jesus called them and said / now, Jesus has
to referee the 12 — much like the Lord God does in the
OT refereeing the rivalries between the House of Israel
and the House of Judah,

You know that the rulers of the Gentiles
exercise dominion over them, and those who
are great exercise authority over them / the rulers
of the nations love to lord it over their subjects; still true
today; and great men... usually dictators and tyrants
love to tyrannize and oppress them.
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261t will not be so among you: but whoever will
be great among you, let him be your servant /
your slave among you, whoever wants to be great
must be a servant; it is what the women are described
doing when they went to the cross, the same word that
Paul later used to describe his work;

27 And whoever will be chief among you / whoever
wants the first place, let him be your servant:

28Even the Son of Man did not come to be
served, but to serve, and to give His life as a
ransom for many.

29 And as they departed from Jericho / now, isn't
that interesting? They were traveling through the very
place that symbolized intimidating greatness and
splendor in the eyes of men... where this city once rose,
at God’s command... it came tumbling down. That's
where this conversation about: who will be the greatest;
who will lord it over the others... took place.

And as they departed from Jericho, a great
multitude followed.

30 And, behold / pay attention, two blind men
sitting by the wayside, when they heard that
Jesus passed by, cried out, saying, O Lord,
Have mercy on us, son of David / and crying out
this common phrase of messianic hope, these 2 blind
men at least recognized in Jesus, He was more than an
earthly king; and they made their voices heard.

L And the multitude rebuked them, for they
should hold their peace / they were blind, so they
were next to leprous, despicable and unclean; they
should shut up and not disturb this very important Man:

but they cried out all the more, saying, O Lord,
Have mercy on us, son of David / Jesus had just
taught on greatness -- not in theory, but in everyday life.
You know, these truths of God were not in Jesus’ bible;
they were in His being.
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3 And Jesus stood still, and called them / and
isn’t that interesting? He’s not playing, see if you can
find Me. He knew who He was dealing with... they were
blind men. Jesus is always impressed to find living faith
in action. Crowds... and loud-mouths suppressing
hope... do not get Jesus’ attention.

Jesus stood still, and called them, and said,

What do you want Me to do for you?/ as if Jesus
didn’t know. And can you see those 2 men scampering
to their feet, while helping each other. Nobody else
would help. Most likely even bumping each other; and in
a flash, grabbing each other... to barrel through the on-
looking crowd... to Jesus!

3 They said to Him, Lord, open our eyes.

3450 Jesus had compassion, and touched their
eyes: and immediately... they received sight,

and they followed Him / they too joined Him in the
way He was going; and He was going to Jerusalem.
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The Spirit and the Bride Say Come

This is My Father's World

JESUS it is YOU

The Love of God
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