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Mark was the son of a wealthy family in Jerusalem, he was a cousin of 
Barnabas, who traveled with Paul. Since earliest times it was 
understood Peter was the primary source of information for this 
gospel. With the authority of Peter as its foundation, the writing of 
Mark, was never questioned to be included as canonical. His writing 
emphasizes more about what Jesus did then what He said.   

In the previous verses, we read Jesus cursed a fig tree  for only having 
leaves fluttering in the air, without any fruit, and then He went and  threw 
out the merchants in the temple. He was not making friends.  

20 And in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig 

tree dried up from the roots. 

21 And Peter remembering, said to him, Master, behold, the fig tree that You cursed has 

withered away. 

22 And Jesus answering said to them, Have faith in 

God.  

23 For truly I say to you, That whoever will say to this 

mountain, Be removed, and be thrown into the sea; 

and will not doubt in his heart, but will believe that 

those things he said will happen; he will have 

whatever he said. 

24 Therefore I say to you, Whatever things you desire, 

when you pray, believe that you receive them, and 

you will have them. 

25 And when you stand praying, forgive, if you have 

anything against anyone: that your Father also who 

is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses. 

26 But if you do not forgive, your Father who is in 

heaven will not forgive your trespasses. 

27 And they came again to Jerusalem: and as he was walking in the temple, there came to him 

the chief priests, and the scribes, and the elders,  

28 and said to him, By what authority do You do these things? and who gave You this 

authority to do these things? 
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29 And Jesus answered and said to them, I will also ask of you one question, and answer Me, 

and I will tell you by what authority I do these things / Jesus knew how to play their games. 

30 The baptism of John, was it from heaven, or of men? answer Me. 

31 And they reasoned among themselves, saying, If we will say, From heaven; He will say, 

Why then did you not believe Him? 

32 But if we will say, Of men; they feared the great multitude: for all men considered John, 

that he was a prophet indeed. 

33 And they answered and said to Jesus,  

We cannot tell.  

And Jesus answering said to them, Nor do I tell you by what authority I do these things. 
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