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16 And He / Jesus, came to Nazareth, where He had 

been brought up: and, as His custom was,  

He went into the synagogue on the sabbath day / Jesus 
carefully crafted His week around honoring the Sabbath day – 
a sign, or a mark of the people of God; 6 days we work and 
acquire all the things of daily living, but on the 7th day – starting 
at sundown on Friday evening until sundown on Saturday 
evening; those who keep the sabbath, and keep it wholly 
special will be blessed by God… even today,  

He went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, 

and stood to read / He was invited to read from the 
scriptures that day. And when reading the word of God, 
the people of God always stood up. 

17 And there was delivered to Him the book of 

the prophet Isaiah / one of the attendants in the 
synagogue did that. 

And when He had opened the book, He found 

the place where it was written, 

18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,  

because He anointed Me to preach the 

gospel to the poor;  

He sent Me to heal the brokenhearted,  

to preach deliverance to the captives,  

and recovering of sight to the blind,  

to set at liberty those who are bruised / in other words, to free those who are crushed and 

broken and battered, 

19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord – Isaiah 61  

/ and Jesus, stopped in mid-sentence of that passage. 
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20 He closed the book / the Messiah anointed and sent 
by God rolled up the scroll… leaving the Good News of 
healing and deliverance ringing in their ears… stopping 
short of the terrible day of God’s vengeance and wrath… 
that one day will also come. But now was the day Isaiah 
also wrote about:  

the day of salvation; the day of Yeshua… the day of 
healing and deliverance,  

He closed the book and gave it again to the official, 

and sat down.  

And the eyes of all them who were in the synagogue were fastened on Him / the people were 
ready for the sermon. 

21 And / while still sitting down, He began to say to them,  

Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing / in other words, God was acting now. 

22 And all bare Him witness, and wondered at the gracious words that flowed from His 

mouth / not really admiring or appreciating what He had to say, but they… wondered.  

And they said / in much disbelief, Is not this the son of Joseph? 

23 And He said to them, surely you will quote this proverb to Me:  

Physician, heal yourself / take care of yourself; we’re all fine! 

They said… 

Whatever we have heard done in Capernaum / whatever it is You did in Capernaum… so they 
really hadn’t taken it to heart… they didn’t really know what happened, they just heard the strange rumors,  

Whatever we have heard… do also here in your country / give us a little demonstration. 

24 But He said,  

Truly / Amen,  

I say to you: No prophet is accepted in his own country / in his own locality. 

And His sermon continues… 
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25 But I tell you a truth, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elijah,  

when heaven was shut up three years and six months / that’s interesting, the Bible says, 3 years. 
How did He know and six months? Did He have access to other sources? Perhaps, insider information?! 

when great famine was throughout all the land; 

26 but to none of them was Elijah sent, except to Zaraphath, of Sidon… to a foreign woman 

who was a widow. 

27 And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet; but none of them was 

cleansed, except Naaman… the Syrian / Oops! Sermon is over! Hearing God favorably dealt with 
Gentiles was way too much for them; and it still is way too much for many of them. 

28 And everyone in the synagogue, 

when they heard these things, were 

filled with wrath, 

and threw Him out of the city,  

and led Him to the brow of the hill 

whereon their city was built,  

that they might throw Him down 

headlong / no wonder, we read this 
world-famous proverb… describing this 
hard headed, ungrateful, self-satisfied 
community: Can anything good come 
from Nazareth? Being tossed head first 
down the hill… was the prelude to stoning 
someone.   

30 But Jesus passing through the midst of them, went His way / I don’t think that’s the miracle 
they were hoping to see. This is the last time recorded that Jesus was in Nazareth. They might have 
rejected Him; but certainly, He rejected them. 

31 And He went to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and taught them on the sabbath days. 

32 And they were astonished at His teaching: for His word was with authority – He didn’t 
sound like most preachers, If Jesus was a lousy religious teacher, we would never have heard of Him.. 
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