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Dr. Luke tells us this dinner party continued. Jesus was invited 
to eat bread, in the home of a chief Pharisee --  to eat bread   
usually is with those whose company we enjoy, and that is the 
literal meaning: com-pan = with-bread. Jesus sized up the 
crowd – who didn’t want company; but did want to condemn; 
and He noticed, as the KJV says, they held their peace.  

And Jesus again interrupts this freakish silence: they’re not 
even slurping their soup. I bet it was hard to tell if they were 
having a good time?! Dr. Luke gives us the impression they all  
are eating; most are staring -- why, you could probably hear a 
pin drop! Or, for that matter, a gnat, flatulate! 

About this chapter, G. Campbell Morgan says, It is significant to 
read: they were watching Him; but what follows reveals the more interesting fact, that as they watched Him; 
He watched them! And Jesus interrupts this freakish silence… because we read: 

12 Then He said also to him who invited Him / in other words, finally Jesus spoke to the chief Pharisee. 
Now, I bet He wanted to say, You might think about inviting a few more exciting friends than these; 
but Jesus is pretty gracious, and He said to this Pharisee, 

When you make a dinner, do not call your friends,  

nor your brothers, nor your relatives, nor your rich neighbors.  

And don’t you get the impression Jesus is scanning the audience… and there they all are! It seems that 
the very pious host needed to rewrite his A-List! Because his whole A-List… yep! You got it… this pious 
guy’s whole A-List… had become an A-hole List!  

And I hate interrupting Jesus, but as an educator and administrator… we endlessly observe and interact 
with young adults, preparing for college to compete and succeed in society. And being interested in etymology 
and the meaning of words, their origins, and why words change… usually because people don’t listen -- 
Are you listening? So as an educator we’re always adjusting our conversation to the appropriate audience. 

This is what I discovered: Now, the children in school… those sent to the office, who get in trouble; they 
don’t listen well -- but they will make very good adults! They are often called in PG13 language: a hassle. 
However, when they graduate, in the normal street talk, they’re called: an asshole… right?  

But I’ve always marveled about God our Father. Now HE has a great sense of humor; but we’ve been told 
HE calls each of us, each of His children: a soul… hmmm?! And my question is: as His children, did we 
hear our heavenly Father correctly? Cuz children don’t always listen to their Father precisely, do they? 

And Jesus scanning those dinner guests says, your neighbor… your brother… a soul -- this and that soul! 
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lest they / all these souls on your A-List, also invite you again, and you are repaid. 

13 But when you make a feast, invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, and the blind / now days, 
most think those are the freaks of society, right? But Moses reminds the people, the Lord God loves to 
provide for the widow, the orphan, and the foreigner among us; HE made the blind; and the stutterers; not 
this posh gathering of pious, privileged, or the pretty people. Jesus always sees things different than us.  

invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, and the blind.   

14 And you will be blessed for they cannot repay you / makarios,  

for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the just 

you are marked with God’s favor; and they can’t pay you back:  

15 And when one of them dining with Him heard it, he blurted out Yes! / heard what?  makarios? 
the resurrection of the just? Whatever the spiritual sounding word that triggered this unnamed windbag.   

Dr. Leon Morris, the principal of Ridley College in Melbourne Australia , he comments about this verse: 
this unidentified guy piously ejaculated. Well not being there… I don’t know, but  we better not go there. 
Dr. Luke tells us, they had been holding their peace… and had they been holding it too long? Perhaps! 

Okay! Time out! Let me try to recap: So… with the lack of intercourse going on… around the dinner table, 
somebody piously ejaculated… and blurted out something that sounded like:  

Blessed is everyone, who eats bread in the kingdom of God. What? 

16 Then Jesus said to him / to this very confident friend or neighbor or brother of the Pharisee, who 
seemed to dismiss the point Jesus was making; who presumptuously assumed he already had his seat at 
that heavenly banquet… because his meaningless comment gave him away! But at least he spoke up:    

Then Jesus said to him,  

A certain man made a great supper, and invited many / so this pious guy is reminded many 
invitations had gone out; many were called! 

17 And sent his servant at supper time to remind those who were invited,  

Come; for it is now ready / so before the sumptuous meal goes bad and cold. 

And though they promised to come;  

oh, they thought it was a great idea… yet we read: 
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18 And they all alike began to make excuse.  

The first proudly said to him, I bought a piece of ground and I need to go and see it, I pray 

you excuse me / what’?. I purchased a farm, It’s not moving; it will be there in the morning. And when do 
we ever buy something so costly that we never check it out first? 

19 And another with anxiety said, I bought five yoke of oxen, and I need to go prove them / 
you know, 10 new animals is a handful! And I have to try them out.  

I pray you excuse me / perhaps adding, we’ll do lunch another time, I promise! 

20 And another said, I married a wife so, I cannot come / so fill in the blank -- so to speak;  
really I will not come. Notice he didn’t think to bring his new wife. Women like going out. Matthew Henry 
says, Adam’s wife persuaded him to eat; apparently this guy’s wife persuaded him not to eat. 

21 So the servant came, and reported to his lord these things. Then the master of the 

house being angry said to his servant, Go quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, 

and bring here the poor, and the maimed, and the blind, and the lame.  

All those people are who Jesus mentioned inviting earlier. 

22 And the servant said, lord, what you commanded is done, and yet there is room. 

23 And the lord said to the servant, Go into the highways and hedges / inspect the freeway 
underpasses, shake the bushes. You know those living among the highways and hedges are not the most 
refined. They live where open violence abounds; they live with brass knuckles in each pocket, and guns 
and knives at their side, amid hoodlums and drifters, thieves and robbers; drug and sex traffickers. The street 
people are the most real people. In the Americas they say: there are 50 million homeless run-away children.  

the lord said to the servant, compel them / urge them to come in; that My house is filled / 
it may take some convincing, that they too are invited; they are welcome; the Lord wants a full house! 

Abruptly, Jesus moves from the parable of the kingdom of God… back to the present reality 

addressing those at that lunch. 

24 For I say to you, None of those excuse-makers who were invited / Jesus is speaking to all of 
them who were originally invited; not even one…  

will taste of My supper. / and notice: the Greek word is: mou. Jesus is talking about HIS supper… 

the great marriage supper of the Lamb. Read about it in Revelation 19. There will not be even one: self-
righteous, two-faced, hypocritical, goofy... whitewashed folk… eating bread with Him in His kingdom. 
Oops!  This supper was over, time to go!  

And I bet Jesus just got up and left them.   
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25 Now great multitudes went with Him. And He turned and said to them,  

26  if anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, 

brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple.  

27 And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.  

28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and count the cost, 

whether he has enough to finish it—  

29 lest, after he set the foundation, but is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him,  

30 saying, This man began to build and was not able to finish?  

31 Or what king, going to make war against another king, does not sit down first and 

consider whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with 

twenty thousand?  

32 Or else, while the other is still a great way off, he frantically sends a delegation and asks 

conditions of peace.  

33 So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple. 

Tasteless Salt Is Worthless 

34 Salt is good; but if the salt has lost its flavor, how shall it be seasoned?  

35 It is neither fit for the land nor for the dunghill, but men throw it out. He who has 

ears to hear, let him hear! 

 This is My Father’s World    

 JESUS it is YOU 
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