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Here is a highly speculative footnote to this verse.  

17 Jesus said unto her, Do not touch Me; for I have 

not yet ascended to My Father.  

Consider this: Did Jesus have an activity still needed to do 
as our High Priest? Sacrifices were made in the outer court; 
only the High Priest could enter into the Holy of holies… with 
evidence of the blood sacrifice.  

So when, as our High Priest did Jesus do that? When did that 
occur? Since we read later that they were touching Him. 

From the Qumran Caves, Fragment #4Q405 - The Songs of 
the Sabbath Sacrifice… were only translated in 1985. The 
final Song, the fragments clearly read… using a specific Hebrew phrase about the High Priest… that is only 
referenced in Exodus 28 and 39. 

On page 333 of Harvard Semitic Studies 27, the 13-line text translation on fragile fragments in broken 
pieces, reads: 

Line 1. the beauty of the engravings of…  
Line 2. … the King, when they served before  
Line 3. King, and He inscribed His glory… 
Line 4. holiness, the sanctuary of all…  
Line 5. their ephodim (warrior garments) they 

spread out … 
Line 6. holy ones … good favor … spirits of the 

holy ones… 
Line 7. their holy places… many colors, like 

woven work, engraved with figures of splendor. 
 
And next, is the verse of interest: 
 
Line 8. In the midst of the glorious appearance of Scarlet, the colors of most Holy light, they 

stand firm in their holy station before…  
 
Now, don’t you want to know… before Whom?!  
 
This fragment from antiquity, only translated in 1985, speaks of:  
 
this sanctuary of all, and therein, suddenly appears this King…  
the center of attention, gloriously appearing… in red! 
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This Song of Sabbath Sacrifice, in lines 9 through 13, continues: 

King of holiness and His glorious kingdom…  
to praise the God of knowledge together with 

all His glorious words… 

the God who knows all things… 
His insightful knowledge and in His glorious 

wisdom !  

John writes… 

Jesus said to her: Do not touch Me; for I have 

not yet ascended to My Father, 

but go to My brothers, and say to them,  

I ascend to My Father, and your Father;  

and to My God, and your God. 

18 Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples / : mathetes… those doing their math, 

that she saw the LORD,  

and He said these things to her. 

You know, in the meantime, it sounds like Jesus was quite busy. Apparently, He still had a couple of 
things to do before… He sat down. 
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