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Joel outlines three periods of time in this book; 1. A massive swarm of 
locusts consuming all their support and staples of life; 2. A pouring out 
of the Spirit on all flesh during the time of the dominant Gentiles; and 
3. When the Lord returns Judah back to the land; and gathers all 
nations against the whole house of Israel. It is important to 
remember: Judah and Israel are not synonymous. Ezekiel clearly 
keeps separate both houses until Messiah comes at the time of great 
terror on the earth – Ezekiel 37, after dry bones in a valley wake up.  

When we read of Judah, we know the prophet is addressing the 
Jewish people who once were captives in Babylon; when we read of 
Israel, we know the prophet is primarily addressing the 10 northern 
tribes who were not Jewish; led by Ephraim, their half-Egyptian brother… the highly blessed younger son of 
Joseph, who was honored to carry the birthright promises first given to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  

1 For, behold, in those days, and in that time / there is a day, there is a fixed time,  

when I bring again the captives of Judah and Jerusalem / the city that will be a burdensome stone 
to all nations -- Zechariah 12;  sustained troubles, legislated in the worthless United Nations, that unites 
nothing but more thugs and thieves and criminals; designed by muddy-headed Jesuits to do the bidding of 
global Rome claiming Jerusalem belongs to them. Messiah will set all those hardheads straight. There will 
be no peace in that little middle east nation of Judah; until the Herodians of Babylon are destroyed. 

There is a day, there is a fixed time…  

2 I will gather all nations,  

and will take them down to the valley of Jehoshaphat / this is not a proper name for a valley; 
history tells us in the Valley of Berachah God brought victory to Jehoshaphat – 2 Chronicles 20. Obviously, 
liking the outcome, this verse suggests: there will be reenacted what God did for Jehoshaphat, when the 
armies of Sennacherib marshalled their forces against Judah to seize Jerusalem, but were destroyed by an 
angel. They came to ruin Jerusalem, but God brought them together for their own ruin – Matthew Henry,  

and will plead with them there / God wants the nations to know who it is they are coming against… 
He will pass judgment on them there; clearly, He gives all the nations fair warning: 

because of My people and My heritage Israel / the nations of the world instigated by the whore of 
Rome come against His people– those ruled by God, against His treasure, against His prized possession,  

whom they scattered among the nations, and divided up My earth / as they attempt their global 
plan of domination; now, we recognize a Jewish scholar may want to translate this: divided up My land… 
and that would be proper with the limited Hebrew language; and would make sense for those who returned 
to little Judah; but the Lord God promised King David that in their future, greater Israel would be given 

another place, and there, in their different history they would live virtually unmolested by any and all of the 
local, familiar trouble makers -- 2 Samuel 7. 

http://www.ilibros.net/KJV-lite.html
http://www.ilibros.net/Promises.html
http://www.isa-net.org/pdf/2SAMUEL7vs1.pdf
http://www.isa-net.org/pdf/2SAMUEL7vs1.pdf


JOEL 3 vs 1    KJV-lite™ VERSES  
  www.ilibros.net/KJV-lite.html 

2 | iLibros.net internacional © 2017 

3 And they cast lots for My people, and bartered a boy for a prostitute, and sold a girl for 

wine to drink / they treat the people of God as if they were a game to be played by drunken, gambling 
fools. So the nations would become a bunch of perverts, pedophiles and sexual deviants, no different than 
Sodom and Gomorrah, no different than the days of Noah; no different than Rome, trafficking and abusing 
the youngest; like we see today in our genius 21st century, right?  

4 Yes, and what are you to Me, O Tyre and Sidon, and all the regions of Philistia? / regions 
that for millennia have been eyeing the people living in the neighborhood. You’d think they would have read 
the Book and at least learned the outcome… before now. 

Are you repaying Me for something?  

If you try to get even with Me, I will return retribution… swiftly and speedily on your head 

/ those who contend with the people of God will in short order find themselves inadequate for His response, 
which will arrive faster than they can say, What happened? 

5 For you took My silver and My gold, and carried it to your temples: 

6 You sold the people of Judah and Jerusalem to the Greeks, to remove them far from their 

own border. 

7 Behold, I will rouse them from the place where you sold them, and I will bring retribution 

on your own head / Amos tells them, no matter what happens, not even a kernel of corn, not one of the 
people of God will be lost.  

In other words: whatever game these criminals decide to play with God, He will certainly play it better, but 
to their own destruction. 

8 And I will sell your sons and your daughters into the hands of the people of Judah, and 

they will sell them to the Sabeans, to a nation far away: for the LORD has spoken. 

9 Proclaim this among the nations; Consecrate a holy war, rouse the mighty men. Let all the 

men of war advance; let them attack / announce it to all the geniuses, fools and town drunks who 
want to challenge God and His people: God is not panicked; He is not nervously biting His nails: 

10 Beat your plows into swords, your pruninghooks into spears: let the weakling say, I am 

strong / even the snowflake will say, I am a warrior. 

11 Assemble yourselves all you nations, come gather around altogether / Matthew Henry wrote: 
it is not just: Come quickly if you dare, but rather, You will come… whether or not you want to, all you 
surrounding nations, for none will escape the judgment of God. And, having given His challenge to all the 
crazy enemies – there they are; did Joel size up the battle ground? Perhaps Joel hears some laughter 
coming from the throne of heaven – Psalm 2… suddenly it all makes lots of sense, and someone shouts…  

O Lord, Bring Your mighty ones / lock ‘em up! Never have so many gathered all in the same place. 
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12 Let the nations be aroused, and come to the valley of Jehoshaphat:  

for there I will sit down to judge all the surrounding nations / and is the Lord yawning or rolling 
His eyes? Countless fools continue to pour into that Valley; they obviously didn’t read the first part of the 
chapter; or if they read it, they already forgot about Sennacherib and his foolhardy minions.  

But it’s too late, the Lord says… 

13 Swing the sickle because the harvest is ripe.   

Come and trample, for the winepress is full; the vats 

overflow; for their wickedness is great / in His parable, Jesus 
said, the harvest is the end of the world, and the reapers are the angels – 
Matthew 13. The greatness of man’s wickedness makes them ripe for 
God’s judgment – Matthew Henry. And the followers of the Lord Jesus 
need not be confused: this is not the judgment-seat of Christ where all His 
people will one day be summoned to appear. 

14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision:  

for the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision. 

And the Lord God, our Creator even covers their terrible condition. It is a terrifying day; most will not 
survive. It is a day so unimagined by the One who made all things good. The One who alone stretched out 
the billions of stars across the heavens, and called them all by name; who made all the species of animals, 
all the flowering plants, all the 100,000 different fruit trees for Adam and Eve to enjoy.  About this day, 
Amos wrote: take away the noise of your songs – it is not a day for singing; Woe, how terrible it will be; 
because the Day of the Lord is darkness and not light – Amos 5. It is an ugly day, never imagined by our 
Creator. It is earth’s greatest nightmare, and all creation is spared so as not to see it to recall it. 

15 The sun and the moon are darkened; the stars cease to shine. 

16 The LORD roars from Zion, and raises His voice from Jerusalem;  

and heaven and earth will shake / Isaiah knows this word, Ezekiel knows this word, Joel knows this 
word; Haggai used this word 3 times, and in Hebrews we read: much more we will not escape if we turn 
from Him who speaks from heaven, whose voice shook the earth, but now He has promised, saying, Yet once 
more I will shake not the earth only, but also heaven… signifying the removal of things that are shaken – 
Hebrew 12.  And all the worthless swamp scum that needed to be drained will be shook loose:  

but the LORD is the hope of His people; a stronghold for the children of Israel. 

17 Then you will know I am YHWH your God / those who actually survive that day will know, who 

dwells in Zion, My holy mountain: and Jerusalem will be holy, and foreigners will never 

overrun it again. 
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18 And it will happen in that day / the survivors of Judah will experientially know several things, that 

the mountains will drip with sweet wine, and the hills will flow with milk, and all the 

streams of Judah will flow with water, and a spring will gush forth from the house of 

the LORD, watering the valley of Shittim. 

19 Egypt will be deserted, and Edom will be a desolate wasteland, for the violence / in Hebrew: 
hamas; for what filled the earth in the days of Noah, what caused God to regret making mankind...  

for the hamas done to the people of Judah, because they (Egypt and Edom) shed innocent 

blood on the earth. 

20 But Judah will be inhabited forever, and Jerusalem to all generations. 

21 And I will acquit their blood, blood that I have not acquitted / Judah embraces the Messiah:  

for the LORD dwells in Zion. 
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