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1 Wherefore, holy brothers, partakers of the heavenly 

calling / in Greek: metochos… meaning sharers, participants; 
used 5 times in this letter; Luke uses it in his gospel; and then 
the next word means: invitation; it’s an invitation from heaven. 
Here we have been answering the question: what is man?,  

consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession 
/ the Ambassador sent with power; the Greek word is: homolegeo; 
literally, same saying… God who spoke, His Ambassador 
spoke the same – which is the assignment of any good 
Ambassador… to speak the message from the homeland; and 
not speak a different message; and we speak the same! 

And who is the Ambassador? Who is our High Priest?  

Christ Jesus; / Messiah Yeshua 

2 who was faithful to Him who appointed Him / this Greek adjective is: pistos…used 5 times in this 
letter. Jesus is faithful; Sarah wife of Abraham, knew the Creator God is faithful: to make, to produce 
to author … to bring forth.  

as also Moses was faithful in all his house / in his oikos; his dwelling. 

3 For this one was counted worthy of more glory than Moses / He was deemed fit, entitled, 

in that He who built the house has more honor than the house / from Barnes Notes: these words 
suggest: He who is the maker of a house - the architect; the one who thoroughly prepared the house; is 
worthy of more respect than the house itself; or on occasion… that He who is the founder of a family is 
worthy of more honor than the family of which he is the founder. 

4 For every house is built by some man; but He who builds all things is God. 

5 And Moses truly was faithful in all his house, as a servant for a testimony to be spoken later  
/ Moses was more like a menial servant giving evidence; later speaking… by implication to declare one’s mind 
and thoughts; willingly putting his life on the line… in thought and mind; 

6 But Christ as a Son over his own house;  

whose house we are, if we hold fast / the word is: katecho…to hold down, to restrain, to keep secure, 
to seize and not let loose. This word is used 19 times in the New Testament, 2 times in 2 Thessalonians 
2… restraining the lawless antichrist who will come. Paul speaks of those who hold truth… but not 
rightly; -- Romans 1;  Jesus uses the word in the parable of those who kill the heir; and say… let us seize 
on his inheritance -- Matthew 21, 
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if we seize and not let go… the confidence / this word is: hypostasis… it signifies a legal standing; 
and refers to a title deed of ownership;  and the boasting of the hope firm to the end. 

7 Wherefore / why was all this said? Well, looking back on the first 2 chapters… we see God Himself has 
done a lot of talking, and sent His Ambassador… who came with power to state the case. Apparently, God 
who spoke through the prophets at various times… and in different ways; then sent the Son of Man to test 
drive the machinery to see if it was capable of hearing what He said. and we have come to a critical moment. 
Any good Teacher knows when the thorough preparation has been provided and time for the students to 
demonstrate what they have been learning. In other words, why was all this said? Well, it’s time for a Quiz!  

as the Holy Spirit said,  

Today / this very day… used 8 times in this letter; Jesus tells us to pray to the Father: Give us this 

very day our daily bread. -- Matthew 6. More than any other, Luke uses this perhaps 28 times… This 
very day born in the City of David a Savior; and This very day this scripture is fulfilled in your ears; and on 
the cross, Jesus said, This very day you will be with me in paradise… all very important days! 

Today… if you hear His voice, 

8 do not harden / skleruno; from which name for the disease multiple sclerosis is derived; apparently the 
writer of the book of Hebrews tells us who learn God’s word… this is something we can do… and notice, he 
is not talking about salvation. We can’t save a gnat! But here… by the Spirit of God we learn… if our ears 
are still functioning… and we hear the voice of the Lord; here the Spirit says: we can harden… or we can 
harden not; and you know, Jesus said: My sheep, hear My voice, and they follow Me. 

do not harden your hearts, as in the provocation in the day of trial in the wilderness / in the 
intensely embittered needling and talking back to God; when things finally soured and went south with God; 
leaving Egypt, passing through the wilderness, in the time of trial, and proving: 

9 when your fathers tried by testing Me, and saw My works forty years / best estimates place 
the Exodus around 1453 BC; those people back then thought God was on trial -- no different than the 
people of God, who thank their God they are not like __ yet they are no different now days. It’s interesting, 
Paul writes: test yourselves, whether you are in the faith -- same word! -- 2 Corinthians 13, And Paul 
continues: prove your own selves -- same word! 

10 Wherefore / why was all this said? I was grieved with that generation, and said, They do 

always err in their heart / literally, God was irked and ready to vomit; and as Jon Sherberg wrote in his 
profoundly stirring song so many years ago: So I guess it all comes down to where your heart is;  

and they have not known My ways / the Psalmist actually illumines this verse and begins by saying: 
O Lord, my soul… and all that is within me, bows the knee adoring Your holy name; O Lord, my soul bows 
the knee adoring… and forgets not all Your benefits. He made known His ways to Moses; the children of 
Israel only knew His acts. Clearly: Moses could say of the Lord: that’s the way He is; but Israel’s children… 
never grew up, they only wanted to see the special effects God performed -- Psalm 103 
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Along these lines: Psalm 95 is such a joyous song of praise to the Rock of our Salvation, but how sobering 
is it, when in the congregation… the leaders end the psalm… chopping off the last phrase in verse 7! 
What’s that all about? 

11 So I swore in My wrath, they will not enter into My rest / the Lord God made this promise,  
I pledge with an oath. I like the swear word. So many want to swear; those who do… seem to say whatever 
they hope to communicate forcibly. And most people hope God is old enough, and perhaps a little senile 
enough… to be content to sit in His big chair and not bother them here on earth. Oh, they can change their 
mind; they can even swear… but apparently, God is not permitted to do either! Literally, God says they will 
not enter where the winds stop blowing; and the trials and toils cease. 

Sadly, the majority of commentators line-up talking about eternal rest; and something about heaven. But it 
is interesting to note: the healing miracles recorded by Luke and John are done on the Sabbath day… 
which is why the legalistic religious folk challenged Jesus; and He answered His critics saying: My Father 
works and so must I… and He said it on a Sabbath day?! Remember: this letter to the Hebrews, probably 
written by Luke and Theophilus is to strengthen faith… now; and not later… where it will be not needed. 

12 Take heed, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, departing from 

the living God / be adequately warned brothers and sisters, that you are not a pain in the ass: and you 
got turned around and put your faith in reverse. We are warned of having a heart going the wrong direction; 
not going the way of faith. 

13 But exhort one another daily, while it is called Today / this very day;  

lest any of you are hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. 

14 For we are made partakers of Christ,  

if we seize and not let go… the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end / again this 
word is: hypostasis… and speaks of our title deed of ownership; purchased by faith tried in the fire; it starts 
in faith, it ends…firmly in faith; 

For a third time…  

15 while it is said, Today / this very day. if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts, as 

in the provocation. 

16 For who provoked, when they had heard? / there is not a person on planet earth who has not 
provoked someone; and soured an event or otherwise wonderful occasion. And some wonder why God 
doesn’t chat loudly all the time like us. He has already spoken; and He is busy putting His words into action. 
He said, Let Us make Adam’s race in Our image. Well, fairly quickly, Adam messed up; but the Second 
Adam didn’t! Paul tells us: whom God did foreknow, He predetermined to be made in the image of His Son 
– Romans 8; God had a failsafe plan ready to go just in case He encountered some hardheads: 
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like all who came from Egypt led by Moses, 

17 with whom was He grieved forty years?  

was it not with those who sinned, whose carcasses fell in the wilderness? / being driven in reverse;  
faster than a speeding caravan over the sand dunes; 

18 and to whom did He sware that they would not enter His rest / where the winds stop blowing; 
and the trials and toils cease… now, and not later, 

but to those who believed not? / apisteo… their hearts were going in reverse, not going the way of faith; 
they were not acting on the confidence of what God promised; rather acting only on what they see which 
was usually, gloom and doom… and woe is me, myself and I! 

19 So we see they could not enter because of unbelief / again, apistia… their heart going in reverse, 
like an ornery, wild jackass, or recalcitrant hardhead… without the slightest interest to hear what He said, 
thereby not going the way of faith. Later in this book we read: without faith it is impossible to please God 
without acting confidently on what God our Father… already spoke; and He spoke so many promises to those 
who love Him freely; but without faith… in other words: with a lifeless, loveless, joyless response to what 
He has already said, it is impossible… we have no power… to please God. -- Hebrews 11. 
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