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Moses, as mediator between God and Israel, having received divers laws 
and ordinances from God privately in the three previous chapters, in this 
chapter: 1. Moses was ordered to attend with seventy of the elders; he 
comes down to the people, acquaints them with the laws he received, and 
takes their consent to those laws (1-3); writes the laws, and reads them to 
the people, who repeat their consent (4-7); and then by sacrifice, and the 
sprinkling of blood, he ratifies the covenant between them and God (5-8). 
2. Again he returns to God, to receive further directions; and the seventy 
elders behold the glory of God. (9-11); Moses is ordered up the mountain 
(12-13); the rest are ordered down to the people (14); the cloud of glory is 
seen by all the people on the top of Mount Sinai (15-17); and Moses is 
there with God, forty days and forty nights (18) – Matthew Henry.  

Other than the unique nation of the children of Israel, led by Moses, that 
exited Egypt in the Middle East 3,500 years ago, who received this body of 
law from the Lord; the only other country in the world… to be built on these 
laws as a foundation was the United States of America.  

Laws concerning Civil and Religious obligations 

1 And to Moses He said, Come up to the LORD, 

you, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy 

of the elders of Israel; and worship from afar.  

2 And Moses will alone come near the LORD: 

but the others will not come near; nor will the 

people go up to him. 

3 So came Moses and told the people all the 

words of the LORD, and all the judgments: and 

all the people answered with one voice, and 

said, All the words which the LORD has said 

will we do. 

4 And Moses wrote all the words of the LORD, 

and arose early in the morning, and built an 

altar at the foot of the mountain, and twelve 

pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel. 

5 And he sent young men of the children of Israel, who offered 

burnt offerings, and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the 

LORD / the very ancient structures used for animal sacrifice are still 
evident at the foot of Mount Sinai in Arabia. 
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6 And Moses took half of the 

blood, and put it in basins; and 

half of the blood he sprinkled on 

the altar / the massive altar of 
sacrifice hasn’t moved for 3500 years. 

7 And he took the Book of the 

Covenant, and read in the hearing 

of the people: and they said, All 

that the LORD has said we will do, 

and be obedient.  

8 And Moses took the blood, and 

sprinkled it on the people, and 

said, this is the blood of the 

covenant, which the LORD has 

made with you concerning all 

these words.  

9 Then went up Moses, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel: 

10 and they saw the God of Israel: and there, under 

His feet it was as a paved work of sapphire stone, 

and it was very much like the essence of heaven in its 

clarity. 

11 And on the nobles of the children of Israel He did 

not stretch out His hand: so they saw God, and did 

eat and drink. 

12 And the LORD said to Moses, Come up to Me on 

the mountain, and be there: and I will give you 

tablets of stone, and a law, and commandments 

which I have written; that you may teach them. 

13 So arose Moses, and his servant Joshua: and Moses 

went up to the mountain of God. 

14 And to the elders he said, Wait for us in this place, 

until we come again to you: and indeed, Aaron and 

Hur are with you: if any man has any matter, let 

him go to them. 

15 And Moses went up to the mountain, and a cloud covered the mountain. 
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16 And the glory of the LORD rested on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days: and 

He called to Moses on the seventh day from the midst of the cloud. 

17 And the sight of the glory of the LORD was like fire consuming on the top of the mountain 

in the eyes of the children of Israel / there are three main types of rocks: sedimentary, metamorphic 
and igneous. Mount Sinai still shows its blackened evidence due to burning on its mountain peak,  

18 So went Moses into the midst of the cloud, and went up to the mountain: and Moses was 

on the mountain forty days and forty nights. 
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