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The six previous chapters of this book were historical; now we 
enter with fear and trembling the last six, which are 
prophetical; in which are many dark things, difficult to be 
understood; yet they are plain and profitable, which God will 
enable us to make of good use. In this chapter we have 
Daniel’s vision of four beast govt’s; which have both a speedy 
fulfilment of history 2500 years ago; as well as elements 
reaching to the end of the time of the Gentile nations. – 
Matthew Henry.  

1 In the first year of Belshazzar the last king of 

Babylon / that would be 553BC. In 1854, the archaeologist 
Rawlinson discovered this name: Belshazzar. Historically, this chapter fits in time before Daniel chapter 5.  

Daniel had a dream and visions in his head upon his bed:  

then he wrote the dream, and told the summary / the prominent details, the chief substance… 

including the proverbial elephant in the room! Which will be in the room, until the kingdom of Christ our 
Rock comes and crushes the final govt gone wild!  Which is what we’re reading now. 

2 Daniel spoke and said, I saw in my vision by night,  

and, behold / pay attention,  

the four winds of the heaven strove upon the great sea / the rab sea; the sea of humanity. 

3 And four great beasts / in Aramaic, this cardinal number was previously used in chapter 3, 

when Nebuchadnezzar is full of fury… that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused to bow down to 
government; and he commanded the 3 men be burned in the furnace. But to his amazement, in broad 
daylight… the king sees 4 men… walking among the fire. same word!  

Perhaps, these verses should equally amaze the people who appreciate God’s word. We learn from Daniel, 
only 4 great, brutal govts are in focus. That is all; not really complicated… only 4! And history even 
written by Rome… is not timid to tell us: After Babylon, Medo-Persia took the stage… then Greece; and 
finally, Rome. 3 times in this chapter, we read about these 4 great beasts; 4 times in this chapter Daniel 
speaks of the 4th great beast -- that had Daniel’s attention.  

In education, we call this: dinning in the information; even when the student says, I heard you the first time! 
There are logical reasons why some who claim to be the sole authority of the church… who have spent years, 
even centuries causing people not to read the Word of God; substituting their dogma, revelation and tradition! 
It makes perfect sense why the roman church would want to avoid reading God’s Word. and seek to discredit 
its authority. It makes perfect sense! Perhaps, like Daniel this 4th savage govt should have our attention, too.  
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four great beasts / this word is: rab-rab. four very great beasts – 4 governments gone wild, monstrous, 
brutal and inhumane…  

came up from the sea of humanity, diverse one from another / each one was different from the 
others; and we learn at least 2 identifiable details of each of these beasts. 

4 The first was like a lion, and had eagle's wings / we learn that’s BABYLON, the head of GOLD -- 
in chapter 2… next for clarity, we change the order of those two details,  

I beheld / Daniel says… I paid attention, 

[1] and it stood upon the feet as a man, and a heart of a man was given to it / and we know 
that was Nebuchadnezzar, 

[2] till its wings were plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth / till what made the kingdom to 
soar, Belshazzar being the last plucked by Darius the Mede,  

5 And behold / pay attention,  

another beast, a second, like a bear, [1] and it raised up itself on one side / the MEDO-PERSIA 
kingdom of SILVER. This kingdom started out with Darius of the MEDES… being stronger than Persia; but 
by the time of Esther… ended with Cyrus and the Persians being stronger than the others. One side was 
raised up higher,  

[2] and had three ribs in the mouth of it between its teeth / and was it chewing on the 3 major 
conquests of Medo-Persia? Lydia… and Egypt… and Babylon; the stiff ribs that prohibited their advance; 
they were in the news back then; they’re still in the news, today: 

and they said thus to it, Arise, devour much flesh / Moffat said, It was told to go, devour much. 
And who is they? Well, whoever it was who commanded… and got them up off their butts… and moving.  

6 After this I beheld / Daniel paid attention,  

and lo / mark this; another, like a leopard / the third kingdom… the GRECIAN, BRONZE kingdom,  

[1] like a leopard which had upon its back four wings of a fowl / notice, the beast couldn’t move 
without those 4 wings enabling it to move swiftly and swoop down like a bird, and attack like an eagle or a 
vulture; and that is what Alexander the great did to the Medo-Persians until he died; 

[2] the beast also had four heads; and dominion was given to it / so we know there is life in the 
Grecian beast after Alexander died, his four generals took over his kingdom. 

But it is interesting how Daniel races past those first 3 kingdoms… as he approaches this fourth very great 
beast -- this government gone wild, monstrous, brutal and inhumane. 
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7 After this I / Daniel… saw in the night… visions,  

and behold / pay attention, a fourth beast / not given a familiar beast as its description,  

dreadful and terrifying, and exceedingly strong; and it had great 

iron teeth / very great iron teeth. This non-descript fourth beast is found in 2 
Esdras in much more detail… describing it as the 3-headed eagle that became 
the Roman Caesars, the Russian Tsars, and the German Kaisers… beginning 
with the ROMAN empire of IRON… until it morphed into this terrifying beast of 
the 20th century; but it doesn’t stop there.  
 
Where is this last beast now? It still is at work. Revelation 17 and 18, John 
says, like a faithless Mother of whores… others are impressed with her faithless successes, and 
attempt to imitate their mother -- not a bride, but a whore… sitting in the saddle of govt, riding it in 
pursuit of world dominance! 
 
Behold / Daniel says, pay attention:  

[1] and it / the 4th beast devoured and broke in pieces, and stamped the residue with its feet / 
all it does best is break and destroy… including the remnant of God’s people even today, as it tries to 
stamp out God’s people! 

Daniel says… 

[2] and it / the 4th beast was different from all the beasts that were before it / this 4th beast… 
this govt gone monstrously wild… was different than the first 3;  

and it had ten horns / 10 power centers trying to keep all in delicate balance, including: all information, 
all entertainment… all commerce and trade… all monetary markets… and of course, all the people, too . 
In an earlier dream Daniel chapter 2… he saw 10 toes. So these 10 horns seem to be the earlier vision’s 
10 toes… keeping everything in balance. And in these few short verses, Daniel has fast-forwarded us to 
our time. He’s told us about many years of world history. 

And next, we come to a gap… in the prophetic vision… that continues now in our days… 

8 I considered the horns / 10 power centers… we know horns are 
hard, pointed, outgrowths from the head; and horns denote power,  

and, behold / Daniel says, pay attention,  

there came up among them another little horn / most likely 
associating with 10 heads of state in the last days… among them an 11th 
rogue horn of power… grabbed Daniel’s attention.  
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And, in this phrase we find some heavenly humor about this powerful leader. Now, he won’t be mayor of 
Vesta or Amboy Minnesota; he won’t be the head of state from Tristan de Cunha, Tuvalu or Vanuatu.  

Although he got Daniel’s attention… from heaven’s perspective he is called: little, this word means…. 
insignificant; puny like a gnat or a mosquito; but from the world’s perspective… where size seems to 
matter, they probably think they are looking at a great global marvel. 

there came up… a little horn, before whom / in the presence of this scoundrel… this 11th little horn, 

there were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots / and is this like Egypt’s ruler… and 
Libya’s ruler… and another ruler… for example, being up-rooted and replaced? 

and behold in this horn, were eyes like the eyes of man / in this 11th horn, so grab your mind and pay 
attention, 

and a mouth speaking great things / rab-rab; very great things, boastful things. This puny 11th horn 
uses his loudmouth… his oratory talent… his speaking ability… he makes good speeches. 

Daniel said, he’s different from all the others before him; so maybe, one of many differences will be he is 
really not a military guy. Perhaps, he’s an excellent campaigner!  And with his rab-rab speeches --  and his 
acting ability too, this pretender razzle-dazzles people far and wide. He even had Daniel’s attention. He is 
the substitute-deliverer; the anti-christ. 

And having learned this, Daniel now discovers the meaning of this chapter: Enter ETERNITY: Almighty 
God takes His front row seat: and His Messiah King is on the way! And heaven and earth shout Hallelujah! 

9 I beheld, till the thrones of judgment were set in place,  

and the Ancient of days… took His seat,  

whose garment was white as snow,  

and the hair of His head like pure wool: / God Almighty, is the reason for this chapter… because 
whatever Daniel saw was very troubling; yet, God our Father in heaven is a loving Father… who cares for 
His children… who always speaks: grace and peace. God is not the author of fear -- never has been; never 
will be! That is the work of the fool in eternity, the enemy of our souls. The Lord wants to assure His people 
at the end of the time of the Gentiles; He is still the Boss! He is still in charge!  

His throne was like a fiery flame, and the wheels of the throne as burning fire / where the 
Ancient of days sits is powerful and consuming; we read about those wheels of the throne… all that activity, 
all that movement; read about it in Ezekiel chapter 1. 

10 A fiery stream issued and came forth from before Him:  
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thousand thousands ministered to Him,  

and ten thousand times ten thousand who stood before Him ministered to Him / millions and 
billions; untold numbers joyously ministered to the Ancient of days,  

Daniel reminds us once again,  

The Judge took His seat / the Ancient of days sat down,  

and the Books of Ownership were opened. 

11 Then I beheld / Daniel paid attention,  

because of the voice of the great words which that horn spoke / those rab-rab; very boastful 
words this puny horn, the Antichrist spoke; God heard some screechy noise disturbing the peace; this 4th 
govt gone wild… hard as iron, smashing and destroying until the whole world was broken, in league with 
this puny horn, probably using this little horn’s resources… stole from its tax-payers. 

even till the beast was slain and its body destroyed, and given to the burning flame / God 
heard that screechy noise and put a complete end to it; but He refuses to give gory details to satisfy our 
perverse curiosity. We read all God wants us to know… about this 4th beast He slew in Revelation 19. 

12 As concerning the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken away: yet their lives 

were prolonged for a season and time / Daniel learns more about old Babylon - Iraq, old Medo-
Persia – Iran, and old Greece; Daniel tells us the Lord God raised up these nations to work His purposes… 
and though their ability to dominate on the world stage, in particular over Jerusalem… would be taken from 
them, yet they would exist; which is what happened.  We see them tired, but still in the news today. 

Daniel says, and I bet he wrote excitedly… 

13 I saw in the night visions, and, behold / Daniel says, pay attention,  

one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of 

days, and they brought Him near before Him / the heavenly host joyously presented this Son 
of man to the Ancient of days; their conquering Messiah-King… to the Ancient of days; to our great 
God of creation. It makes you want to shout: Hallelujah! Doesn’t it? 

14 And there was given Him / this Son of man; the Messiah of God, dominion, and glory, and a 

kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve Him: His dominion -- an 

everlasting dominion, will not pass away, His kingdom will not be destroyed. 

Hallelujah! 
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