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14 Wherefore / what is this all said for?  

beloved,  

seeing that you look for such things / you expect 

these things: Peter has been talking about: the return of Jesus 
Christ, the final day of judgment coming; the new heavens and 
new earth wherein dwells righteousness; when all creation 
shouts Hallelujah!  

be diligent that you be found by Him in peace, 

spotless, and blameless and that’s the 4th time Peter has 

used this word in this little letter; he does not want us to be 
negligent. obviously, Peter still hears echoing the words Jesus spoke in the upper room having washed 
their feet, the night He was betrayed: Jesus said, you are clean already… by My word. 

15 consider the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation / in Hebrew: Yeshua, the name for 

Jesus; there is NO delay; the Lord is not slow. He is still saving some out of this dying world. How shall 
others escape if they have not heard the Good News? If they have not: changed their thinking?  

Peter said, By giving all diligence… we’re supposed to add to our faith; and with diligence make our calling 
and election sure. We’re supposed to diligently stir up -- keep awake… one another, and put them in 
remembrance of these things… so we don’t drift away while the Holy Spirit brings others into this great 
salvation; and knowing others are coming to Him brings Him joy. It should bring joy to us, too! 

Peter says… 

And consider that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our 

beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given to him has written to 

you; 

16 As also in all his epistles… speaking in them of these things; / obviously Peter 

read… what Paul wrote to the church Jesus is building; and remember: In the letters Paul wrote -- 2/3rd of 
the New Testament, he mentioned the church 64 times; Peter never mentioned the church once! The bible 
is so interesting when you read it, isn’t it?  

in which are some things hard to be understood / there are some students in school who 

don’t want to study as much as others… to show themselves approved. They are even satisfied, with a 
D-minus. Peter was not afraid to study what Paul received, what he was given from the Lord Jesus. 

notice Peter said, some things are hard… but not impossible to understand! Because the Lord Jesus is a 
good Teacher; He says, Ask Me, and I will show you great and mighty things… you do not know. 
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some things are hard to be understood, which they / the false teachers of deception  

that are unlearned / the non-math students.  this is one Greek word: amathes, a = the 
negative particle + mathes = math student:  

we know a student of the Lord, a disciple = mathetes  -- one doing their math. putting it together piece by 
piece: 1 + 1 + 1. Here Peter says, some things Paul wrote are hard… and the phony teachers… who love 
to deceive and lie… but hate, and do not want to do the math…  

non-math students… and unstable / they are unfixed and without a foothold. I guess they 

prefer to just light candles… and sound pious… while they work their hocus pocus,  

they wrest / like a wrestling match; the Greek word is: strablo; to twist, and to use as torture. Said a little 
differently, Peter is telling us: 

some will take the word of God… and twist it; then use it like a club… to strablo our heads with it!  

as they do also with the other scriptures / false teachers; deceivers… not rightly dividing the 

word; and this they do…  

to their own destruction / to their own ruin; and sadly, as well as the ruin of those who follow… 

their perverse performance. 

17 Therefore beloved, knowing this in advance / in Greek: proginosko, used 5 times in the 

New Testament. In Romans 8 we read: whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate… to be 
conformed to the image of His Son. In other words, God said: this is who I am creating; this is what I am 
looking for: people freely loving one another; people freely preferring one another!  

We know God originally said, Let Us make Adam in our image and in our likeness, but the first Adam 
messed up. So, He sent the second Adam -- His Son; which means the destination didn’t change, right?   

Those freely choosing to go on the journey with God… His lifelong learners experience metanoia moments: 
regular opportunities… to keep rethinking and relearning… until one day -- over there… we awaken in His 
likeness. Can you imagine?! 

Peter lovingly says… 

Therefore beloved, knowing this in advance / you are adequately forewarned about these 

false teachers, Be on your guard, lest you also, be led away with the error of the 

wicked, and fall from your own firm foothold / in Greek: sterigmos; at its root, the word 

for: steroids; strength, firmness. Peter does not want anybody to lose their footing; to fall from their sure 
and firm foundation. 
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18 But grow in grace / in our impatience; in His delay; Peter says, get to know the 
Lord! You know, Dr. Dallas Willard reminds us, it is the greatest saints, the greatest men 
and women following the Lord, who consume the greatest amount of grace… for the 
kingdom of heaven; and God our Father is ready and generous to pour out His grace, as we 
seek Him first… each day, every day. And if we fail Him -- and we all do, well… don’t quit; 
get up, and go to Him quickly… because His grace… is amazing! So  increase in the grace of 

God: grow in it, and inside it.  

and grow in the knowledge / the word is: gnosis; it is the origin of the English word: to know. It is 

why we go to school! Notice, Peter didn’t say… grow in feelings. Nope! Feelings come and go. So how do 
we get to know people best? By listening to their words, right?!  

When the parent asks: did you do your school assignment? Does the child answer: No! But I lit a candle! 

When you go to the doctor for a medical emergency; do you want the doctor to demonstrate knowledge 
and prescribe a treatment; or burn some incense?  

When you are flying on an airplane, do you want the pilot to pre-check all the equipment; or light a candle 
and burn some incense? 

Peter says…  

grow in the knowledge… of our Lord and Savior / He is our Lord: which means He 
is the Boss; He is our Savior… and Peter knew he didn’t live in Rome; now days, many 
want government to save them; but is that really an option? A bunch of criminal politicians?  

Peter didn’t need any savior in Rome! 

grow in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior,  

Jesus Christ / Yeshua the Messiah… to Him be glory… both now and forever 

more. not only know about Him; but also learn what He knows; learn from Him! Peter says… get to 

know Jesus; and you will grow in grace.  

AMEN! 
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