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From Peter who had denied our Lord, these are his 
last words to the faithful in Christ Jesus.  

1 Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of 

Jesus Christ / so Peter… along with all the others 
who are sent… are representing Jesus Christ, the 
Messiah of God,  
 

to them with us who have obtained like precious faith 

/ costly faith; the same faith like Peters, of equal value… 
 

in the righteousness of God and our Savior / in 

Greek: soter, in those days, the caesar in Rome thought he 

was the savior. Paul and Peter and all the other followers of the Lord knew they needed a 
savior, but he wasn’t in Rome: 

  
2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God / the word for 

knowledge is: epignosis; it is why we go to school; to learn; in this case Peter says he wants us to know 
all about God, 
 

and Jesus Christ our Lord / which is exactly what Jesus said… the night He was betrayed… 

That a man might know the one true God… and Jesus Christ whom He has sent, 
  
3 According as His divine power has given to us ALL / the word is: pas; the 
whole part; nothing excluded, that pertains to life / to zoe; God’s life, eternal life, 

 

and God-awareness / the word is: eusebeia; I’m not sure why they say: godliness; the word 

means: good + sense… and it always makes good sense to be aware and think on God, His person 

and His presence, right?  
 
So to recap: How much of talent and tools for His purposes… has God given unto us?  
 
ALL / nothing lacking; Peter says our similar precious faith plugged into His divine power… 
connects us with all this Bible breathed out by God; and tells us all we need to know…  
 

that pertains to life, and good-sense through the knowledge of Him who has called us 
by His own glory / that we might know Him; JESUS Christ who is the glory of God… right?! 
  

by His own glory and virtue / through His excellent skill, by His moral power -- God is the 
Ultimate Virtuoso… generously sharing His talent, His excellence: 
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4 whereby are given to you precious and exceeding great promises / here, Peter says, learn 
the promises of God. Don’t learn 1 or 2 words. Learn verses… learn paragraphs… and chapters… and 
letters. Paul wrote: ALL the promises of God -- in Christ… are YES! and AMEN! 2 Corinthians 1. 
 

great promises to the one who will go fishing for them… and grab them for his own… and take them 

to heart… the rest of his life, and NOT let go! And this great fisherman, Peter… he says: 
 

precious and exceeding great promises: that by these / promises… you are the 

partaker of the divine nature / His super-nature. You know, what is super-natural. 
JESUS is… the Most-natural Person ever to walk this planet. Here, Peter reminds us, HE 
called us; we belong to HIM, 
 

having escaped the corruption that is in the world / the word is: phthora; it speaks of the 

ruin we see it all around us. the breaking apart; the endless disruptions… and interruptions… and eruptions 
that we all experience… 
 
having escaped the corruption… in lust / epithumia; it means: strong desire… A.W. Tozer said he had 
met a man who spent 80 years… breeding spotted mice. He wasn’t a scientist doing research; he was just 
strongly interested in breeding the perfect spotted mouse. Apparently, that is what he thought life was all about!   
 
epithumia… simply means: strong desire:  not every strong desire is good, which is why we need good-
sense. Strong desires, good or bad… can interrupt what God plans; remember: God has given us a lot of tools. 
 
5 But you also, giving all diligence / spoude; Peter uses a form of this word 4 times in this little letter.  
It means: giving all attentiveness, all persistence, with all speed and energy, like the old west stagecoach driver, 
“Yeehaw!” -- get moving! 
 
Now… 
 

add to your faith / what? I thought I could just sit around and think about it, conjugating verbs! 

 
Peter says… 
 

add to your faith / pistis. Peter knows… without faith it is impossible to please God. But in these last 

words to the faithful in Christ… Peter is not just talking about pleasing God our Father, but more about 
growing up. Hebrews 6 says, advancing toward perfection; and that is not our perfection. That is advancing 
toward our Father in heaven… who is perfect. Someday, we will meet Him face to face. 
 
To borrow 2 phrases: one from Dr. Dallas Willard and the other from Dr. Gene Scott -- I’ll let you decide who 
said what!  

Peter does not want us to just… sit around waiting for the heavenly tow-truck to show up… 
and haul off our sorry carcass to eternity. Peter is talking about growing up... something we all 
can do. 

http://www.ilibros.net/KJV-lite.html
http://www.isa-net.org/pdf/2CORINTHIANS1vs1.pdf
http://www.isa-net.org/pdf/HEBREWS11vs1.pdf
http://www.isa-net.org/pdf/HEBREWS6vs1.pdf


2 PETER 1 vs 1    KJV-lite™ VERSES  
  www.ilibros.net/KJV-lite.html 

3 | iLibros.net internacional © 2012 

 Peter says…  

 

add / the word is: epichoregeo; word meaning: to contribute… and to fully supply. But it is also a very rare 
word that literally means: the leader, of the chorus! Here, Peter tells us…  
 

FAITH is the conductor that leads the chorus; and what we learn next… is necessary to make the 

performance a harmonious success. Let us hear him again…   
 

giving all diligence, add to your faith,  

 

virtue / that is moral character; God is making us over in His image;  

 

and to virtue / to your moral character…  
 
add knowledge / Peter knew what prophet Hosea speaking for the Lord said, My people are destroyed 

for their lack of knowledge – Hosea 4. What is knowledge? It is the necessary  information needed in order 
to respond correctly in a way that images or pictures cannot effectively connect. The one who has the 
knowledge that the house is on fire, must share it. We are called to be lifelong learners… that we might 
know the One true God, and Jesus whom He sent. 
 
6 And to knowledge, add discipline / Oh, now Peter is going a little too far! Who does he 

think he is? These are his last words; and he learned. The word means: self-control;  

 

and to discipline, add endurance / forget the word patience: this word means: getting tough;  

 

and to endurance, add good-sense / for a second time Peter says: eusebia; what is 
good and sensible, as in respect for God; acknowledging Him! awareness of God  
makes good sense; 
 
7 And to good-sense, add brotherly love / the word is: philadelphia; the kind of love 
that teaches us: he ain’t heavy; he’s my brother! 

and to brotherly love, add agape -- the love of God; the kind of love that says: When 
we weren’t even brothers; when we were aliens and strangers -- and you know how strangers 
are treated in every country.  

Peter tells us… add the active effort to seek and secure the good for others; as Jesus told all the disciples 
the night He was betrayed; by this they will know that you are my disciples. God was saying, He ain’t 

heavy; and he was My enemy. That is us! And yet, JESUS Christ died for us. Now that is God’s love.  

What would Jesus do? Do you really want to know?  
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He would do what you and I would never do; He died for us.  

Peter says,  

add to brotherly love, God’s kind of love. 

8 For if these are in you and abound, they make you neither barren nor 

unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ / if these are increasing in measure. 

He’s not talking about: perfection. Don’t go there! Peter is talking about growing up. Even Peter had to learn 
this. Thank God, Peter had the humility to tell us, to let us know that, we are not sterile; or joyless or loveless. 
Rather we are productive distributing the life of God to those around us in this world that is breaking apart; 
doing this is evidence of those who know Him! They are evidence of those who’ve been with Him! 
  
9 But whoever lacks adding these to faith / acting like the impulsive Peter we read about in 

the gospels; thinking he can jump from faith… to God’s great lover in the world, ignoring knowledge, self-
control and endurance, disregarding good-sense and God-awareness and love for one another.  

that one is myopic, and cannot see  very far / that one is near-sighted; and can’t see 

beyond his nose! 

and has forgotten that he was purged from his old sins / cleansed, once for all time 

by JESUS Himself who took His seat in the heavenlies; no more purging necessary, He did the crappy 
job once for all time, never to be repeated; and He got a promotion. 

Peter wants all the followers of the Lord to grow up… and abound;  

to know God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ whom He sent to save us.  

Peter wants us to reach our maturity… in God our Father in heaven. 
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