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This little letter to this Greek community, written around 50AD… is 
the first letter Paul wrote to the church Jesus said He was building. 
It begins:  

1 Paul, and Silvanus, and Timothy, to the church of the 

Thessalonians, in God the Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ: Grace to you, and peace, / Thessalonians was the 
ancient capital of Macedonia, modern Salonika, today. 

2 We always thank God for all of you, making mention 

of you in our prayers; 

3 without ceasing, we recall in the presence of God our 

Father,  your work by faith, your labor of love, and your enduring hope in our Lord Jesus 

Christ; 

4 for we know, brothers and sisters loved by God, that He has chosen you; 

5 because our good news did not come to you in word only, but also in power, in the Holy 

Spirit, and with full assurance. You know how we lived among your, for your benefit, 

6 and you yourselves became imitators of us, and of the Lord, and in spite of sever tribulation 

you welcomed the word, with the joy of the Holy Spirit. 

7 As a result, you became examples to all who believe in Macedonia and Achaia. 

8 For from you sounded forth the word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, 

but in every place where your faith toward God has spread abroad; therefore we have no 

need to say anything. 

9 For they themselves report concerning us what kind of reception we had with you, and how 

you turned to God from idols to serve the true and living God: / they had a metanoia moment 

10 and to wait for His Son from heaven,  whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus,  

who rescues us from the coming wrath.  / which is why we call Him: the Christ, the Messiah of  God; 
no other christ or antichrist substitute needed; they had a reason to get up each, to look up and expect Him! 
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